
Date : 10/19/2020 5:15:10 PM
From : "Nayia Kuvetakis" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote Yes on SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/19/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Nayia Kuvetakis and I am an English Language Arts Teacher and Leadership Advisor at the Contra Costa School of 
Performing Arts. I had the pleasure of seeing many of you in my advisory and English class over the last couple weeks. 

It is a gift to call my workplace â€œhome.â€ SPA is a place where I am my most authentic self. There are so many moments over my 
last 4 years that have developed SPA as this special place for me. It became a home during the first performance I saw - a dance show 
where I saw 7th graders who struggled to find a place in the classroom glow on stage: where words failed to capture their voice, Ms. 
Orloffâ€™s training in movement thrived. It became a home when I saw a student who had been searching for their authentic self sing 
â€œWaving Through a Windowâ€ at a variety show and bring us all to tears when we realized how autobiographical the song choice 
was. It was already well-established as a home when, before construction was completed, my classroom didnâ€™t have walls and 
became an open air castle welcoming students and teachers to hang out and talk before rehearsals and on breaks. It became a second 
kind of greenroom where students and colleagues alike would convene to see how each other were doing and use the space to perfect 
cartwheels and dance moves (yes, the teachers too!)

It has also become a place where I am best able to create a home for students. This is helped my administrators telling me YES when I 
have curriculum ideas, and never hesitating to recognize the hard work I have been doing. This makes all the difference in my own self-
efficacy as an educator, and seems unique when I speak to colleagues at other schools. In room 122 at SPA (and its Zoom counterpart), 
we have created a classroom where we can sing "Comma Mia," an original parody of an ABBA classic, at the top of our lungs so that we 
can recall comma usage. Because of our close connections between students and teachers at SPA, those same students who sang 
Comma Mia in 9th grade can then critique Thomas Paine on both theory and grammar when they get to their Government class with 
Mrs. Hiatt! We are constantly developing a space together where we can be goofy and loving and celebrate beautiful or satirical poetry 
one minute - and then discuss how to actively fight dehumanization and how to love radicallyÂ the next.Â 

In leadership, students are rising up to redefine what a student leadership program can be. They have moved past spirit weeks and 
dances to establish a Student DEI Committee, most recently putting on a Latinx Heritage month full of learning events and activities and 
helping the schools effort to recognize Indigenous Peopleâ€™s Day. Our leaders have actively committed themselves to connection this 
year when it is most difficult, tirelessly putting on cooking events, digital clubs, and opportunities to showcase talent.Â 

It is an absolute gift to be able to teach in a place where relationships are at the heart of everything. Even on those difficult Zoom days, I 
am reminded that I would rather be here - a place where teachers are innovating and helping each other - than anywhere else in the 
world.Â Â 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,

Nayia Kuvetakis (She, Her)
English Teacher & Leadership Advisor
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/20/2020 10:24:27 AM
From : "Tiffany Williams" 
To : "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal: Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 20, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Tiffany Williams, and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My son has really enjoyed being a student at this school. They offer a well-rounded education with dedicated teachers. My son says that 
his teachers are kind and understanding. He finds his music classes enjoyable. Also, I find it amazing that the school has given the 
students the opportunity to start off the school day with mindfulness activities, such as meditation. Moreover, the organization of the 
academic material is impressive online. It is very clear to the parents the goals and objectives of each subject area within a specific time 
frame.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Williams



Date : 10/19/2020 10:46:51 AM
From : "Randy Cooper" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Randy Cooper and I am the parent/guardian of a student in both 12th and 8th grades at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Especially in a year like 2020 but even beyond that The Contra Costa School of Performing Arts is a special place.  Both my son and daughter have both found a
place they connect with friends that “get” them, get a top notch education, and a place to do what they love, acting, singing, and production. My senior has been
recruited to over 70 universities including the very top theatre schools as CoCoSPA has helped prepare her for her career in theatre. The staff is excellent in all areas
and are invested in the students success in both the arts and academics. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a high-quality
education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Best,

Randy Cooper



Date : 10/19/2020 6:48:18 PM
From : "Tyler Reardon" 
To : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Re: Renewal video
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

[Oct 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Tyler Reardon and I am an Education Specialist at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I am so thankful for the opportunity to work at COCOSPA. COSCOPA is an incredibly unique environment that provides the students 
with a place for them to have their talents and achievements recognized while still providing a rigorous educational environment. As 
someone who once studied the arts, I am thrilled that this school is an option for young people in Contra Costa County and I believe that 
it is hugely beneficial for them to be able to challenge themselves and to study what they love. I believe that COCOSPA is important to 
the community because no other school could offer students what COCOSPA does and I strongly believe that the students here are 
benefiting from what the school has to offer.

Real stories resonate with people and are the most memorable statements you can make to a Board member. Write a personal story 
about what SPA has meant to you. This could include: how SPA has been special or unique, how it has impacted your professional 
experience, why you are excited/thankful to work at this school, or why you believe the work of SPA is important/impactful for our 
community.]

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,

Tyler Reardon

On Tue, Oct 13, 2020 at 1:38 PM Tyler Reardon <tyler.reardon@cocospa.org> wrote:
On the prompt I saw the renewal video so I thought I would submit this I was not sure if the school is preferring a written letter.-- 
Thank you,

Tyler Reardon
Education Specialist

mailto:tyler.reardon@cocospa.org


Date : 10/19/2020 4:20:25 PM
From : "Giovanni Loza" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Hello, I'm Giovanni Loza

And the reason I think spa should keepÂ going is becauseÂ in thisÂ school I feel like I can breathe. In old school I always had something over me
like the kids were out to get me, and as soon as soon as I got to this school it was different. I now can breathe, and be me and don't feel odd like
the old schools made me feel. So please keep SPA



Date : 10/18/2020 5:11:15 PM
From : "Angela Sim" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "'Angela Sim'" , "'ICE'" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts - Charter Renewal - Parent Endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
 

October, 18, 2020
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
 
My name is Angela Sim and I am the proud parent of a student in 11th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
 
When we found SPA three years ago, my daughter, Meghan, had finished middle school (public school) and had lost her spirit. She was
struggling with mental health issues and had lost interest in academics and friendships.  It was a rough time for us.  Another parent
recommended SPA (to whom I am forever grateful) and we began our journey!  Since then, my daughter has successfully completed
her freshman and sophomore years and is working hard in her junior year at SPA, and enjoying it, even while remote!
 
My daughter has found her people.  She is happy, has developed great friendships with both peers and teachers. She has a mentor in
Miss Kayla Knowles, is a Production and Design major, and has found a real talent in set design.  Her grades have improved and she
has found she is actually very good in math!  The teachers, the students, the administration – The community at SPA has helped
Meghan build up her self-confidence once again and she is thriving!!  She even seeks out opportunities in the community to share her
artistic talent with others!
 
What a wonderful school  for amazing and unique kids with tremendous talent. Talent that I fear would not shine in the public school
system.
 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 
 
SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Sim

 



Date : 10/18/2020 4:32:50 PM
From : "Heather Davis Puerzer" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Dear Board Members and Superintendent,

Please renew the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts' charter. My name is Heather Davis Puerzer and I am the parent of a former and a
current COCOSPA student. My eldest daughter attended for 3 years and my younger daughter is currently a 7th grader.

As a parent (and educator myself) I can tell you how COCOSPA offers a curriculum and school environment that can not be found in our local
school district. My daughtersÂ have thrived at COCOSPA. The school helped them tap into their creativity, but also helped them develop a work
ethic that other adults comment on and admire. It also helped them become critical thinkers. Teachers like Ms. Knowles, Ms. Hiatt, and others
really pushed my older daughter to expand her world view with high quality instruction and course design.Â  My younger daughter has found a
refuge in art from the anxiety of these times and is constantly doing art to, "de-stress."Â 
I am grateful the school is a place that nurtures young people as they transition from childhood to adulthood.Â  I know for several of my daughters'
classmates the school's accepting environment has been a lifesaver. These students were bullied for their identity by students and teachers alike at
other Contra Costa schools and were becoming increasingly distressed. They came to COCOSPA and found a school where they were welcome
and accepted as they are. As a concerned parent, I often check in with daughters and ask them if they experience or see bullying (I remember a lot
happening in middle school when I was young).Â  My oldest daughter told me, "Mom, don't worry everyone is nice to each other at my school."
And when I went to pick up, rehearsals, shows and other school events I saw that reflected in how all the students treated each other with
kindness and respect.Â  It is a special place.
As a teacher myself I have been pleased with the academics and the art instruction my daughters have received. I also was extremely impressed by
how the teachers were able to pivot so quickly to remote learning. MostÂ likely this was aided by the fact that all students already had
chromebooks and school work wasÂ already on theÂ online. Personalized Learning Platform. I strongly encourage you to renew the charter.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.
Thank You,
Heather Davis Puerzer
1988 Oakridge Ln.Â 
Pittsburg, CA 94565
(415) 235-3252



Date : 10/20/2020 9:57:05 AM
From : "Arthur Norcome" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Cc : "tasha tervalon" 
Subject : Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 5, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Arthur Norcome and I am the parent of a student in 8th grade at the Contra
 Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter has really found her social and emotional home at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts. She was in a local public school for elementary and 6th grade and was teased and bullied for her eccentric style. At a 
very young age she knew she wanted to be a professional dancer when she grew up. She has prioritized dance classes over all other 
activities for several years now. At the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts she gets to experience conservatory styler training, get 4 
hours a week of high quality dance instruction, and academic teachers who understand how she learns in her young artist brain. She is 
a natural born creative and day one she said she wanted to go to the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts all the way through high 
school. She just loves the teachers, the students, and the ability to do what she loves as part of her schooling. As a professional artist 
myself I know the importance of being around other people who share your passion.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school
 your strong support.

Sincerely,

Arthur Norcome

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0


Date : 10/19/2020 1:59:08 PM
From : "Yasamin Horton" 
To : "chavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote YES for SPA Charter Renewal!
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

14 of October, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Yasamin and I am a student in Sixth grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA is everything that I want my dream school to be. It has amazing teachers, awesome, friendly students, and amazing 
academic standards for my fellow students. Itâ€™s my first year here but Iâ€™m already IN LOVE.. This school is so 
accepting, so kind, so inclusive about everything and all cultures! Itâ€™s way of teaching is more of, Iâ€™m here for you, I 
WANT you to learn, as other schools are more of, I want you in and out. And not all other schools are like that but in my past I 
felt like I had a school like that, but this school, these people CARE about one another, and I think this school will be so 
successful, so loved, everything ANYONE would want to attend for middle school & high school. And I have not a place here yet 
but I know, just by being here for a few months, I know, this is my new second home. I love you SPA. And thank you, for being 
you, your beautiful inclusive, fun, different, amazing school. Thank you.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to 
provide your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Yasamin Hope Banitaba - Horton.



Date : 10/20/2020 10:37:53 AM
From : "Ashley Porter" 
To : "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : VOTE YES for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts 5 year Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 20, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ashley Porter and I am the proud parent of Grace Dicksa, a 10th grade Dance Major, at the Contra Costa School of 
Performing Arts.

Grace has been attending Contra Costa School of Performing Arts since 7th grade, the second year of SPA.Â  The reason we
choose SPA for Grace was that it offered a different way to learn combined with Dance, which is Grace's passion.Â  Grace has
an IEP and we were struggling with the IEP process and implementationÂ at her previous schools.Â  She actually attended 30
days at her previous school before we withdrew her and enrolled her at SPA for 7th Grade.Â  SPA'sÂ academics, method of
teaching and core values alignedÂ with many of the accommodationsÂ on Grace's IEP.Â Â 

I remember the day I dropped Grace off for her first day of school at SPA: I was thinking to myself; I hope and pray this is what
she needs to be successful in school, I hope she can find her tribe and soar.Â  Flash forward four years later and Grace is not
surviving, but thriving.Â  She has to work really hard to get good grades and succeed in academics, but SPA provides her the
tools and staff to not only help her succeed but soar!Â  At SPA Grace has found her tribe of friends and a place where she feels
safe asking questions and trying to figure out her way through middle school and high school.Â  Without SPA I know I would have
lost my daughter to a system that didn't allow her to grow and thrive the way she needed to.Â  Grace loves going to school, she is
an active part of the school social circles and leadership.Â  She has mentors that have given her purpose and have helped her
figure out what she needs to do to be successful in her terms of success not society terms of success.Â  SPA has been a
GodsendÂ for Grace and our family.Â 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child, Grace, and more 
children in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition 
for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community and to our future. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Ashley Porter
Grace Dicksa's Mom
Ensemble President



Date : 10/19/2020 12:01:58 PM
From : "Dr. Kathleen Hagino" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kathleen Hagino-Davidson and I am the parent of a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA has provided a school community of support, excellent education, and high standards. My daughter came from a tiny private 
Montessori school and was able to smoothly transition into this much bigger environment because of the emotional and academic 
support SPA provides.  I have been impressed with the level of education provided by SPA in both the arts and standard education 
classes. The classes are taught in engaging ways that convey learning while maintaining interest. SPA also upholds high standards for 
both deportment and academics. They demand excellence from their students, and support them along the way to help ensure their 
students can meet these standards.

My daughter has attended SPA for the last 3 years and I plan to send her younger brother there too. I. have been very pleased with the 
SPA community's level of involvement and support.  SPA motivates my daughter to strive for excellence, supports her when she takes 
chances, and inspires excitement around learning.  She is a high school student who actually looks forward to attending school--Thank 
you, SPA!

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Hagino-Davidson



Date : 10/19/2020 4:04:13 PM
From : "Alexandra Bunik" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : COCOSPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/13/20

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Alexandra Bunik and I am a student in 9th grade at Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Contra Costa School of Performing Arts has played a large role in shaping me as a person and a student. My teachers care so much 
about me and my peers, they have helped me grow my leadership skills greatly. This has benefited me outside of school as I have taken 
part in other leadership opportunities such as being on the City of Walnut Creek's Youth Commission. Contra Costa School of 
Performing Arts offers high-level arts classes where I have grown my artistic and leadership skills. At my school, we have opportunities 
to participate in plays after school. I have been in charge of costumes where I learned how to be independent and successfully create 
high-quality work in a limited time. I have also led set where I got to design and create stages for my school's plays Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile and She Kills Monsters. We have an amazing, supportive school community and I have built great relationships with my 
classmates and teachers. SPA cultivates a meaningful experience where all artists come together and create art which allows us to 
grow and learn. 

Last year, prior to distance learning I was working on the show, Into the Woods. Some families were walking through to learn about the 
school and we got to share what we do at the backstage crew. Sharing what each of us was passionate about in our art brought us 
closer together and I still have maintained those positive relationships with people and art. 

This year with online learning my classmates and I have bonded over the challenges of distance learning. I have met many students who 
are new to SPA and share the same passion and talent for the arts. One of my friends is a dancer and we connect through our love for 
art.

I truly love my art and my school. The SPA community of teachers, staff, and students has allowed me to grow into a better person, 
leader, and student. 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future. I ask that you please continue to provide your 
strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Bunik



Date : 10/19/2020 8:21:41 AM
From : "Aejay Mitchell" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 18, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is AeJay Mitchell, and I am the Director of Theatre and Founding Committee Member of our campus' Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Committee at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I am writing to encourage you all to vote YES on our Charter Renewal.

I am short. I am thick. I am black. I am queer. I am non-binary. 

I start this letter by listing some of the intersections of my identity because these intersections are atypical for artists within the arts 
education community. These intersections are often ignored, placed in the background, or left out of the theatre academy - an academy 
that typically prides itself on the mastering of Sophocles, Shakespeare, Moliere, Shaw, and Pinter and its legacy of eurocentric influence. 
This academy has often failed students and faculty from marginalized communities, leaving them wrestling with the feeling that they do 
not belong, that the theatre conservatory was simply for the privileged few, or that they must somehow shift their identities to gain 
acceptance. 
 
I was one of those students. Watching the robust history and canon of African, Indigenous, Asian, Latinx, and Queer theatre from the 
American viewpoint and beyond being glossed over as insignificant or not rigorous enough. 

However, now I work at an institution that values a robust and equitable approach to training students at the conservatory and for 
supporting their faculty of the conservatory. One that recognizes its flaws, and chooses not to hide from them, but actively see them as 
opportunities for growth. One that prioritizes professional development training on culturally relevant education for all faculty members. 
One that actively listens to their faculty when fears of inequity arise.

One that holds ourselves accountable for making sure that every aspiring artist-scholar with an intellectual and artistic curiosity for their 
chosen arts' discipline has an opportunity for a seat at the conservatory table. One that stands as the only school in its county to honor 
Indigenous People's Day with as a full school holiday, giving our community time to reflect about the land on which we now live and work 
and the indigenous peoples that stewarded this land and hold its surroundings as sacred.  

We are one of the few pre-professional art conservatories in the country that does not host elimination auditions. We seek to place 
young artists where their skills currently lie versus arbitrarily placing them at a certain level based on age. We seek to work with each 
student within the studio to acknowledge them as individual artists on individual pathways towards success.

When I hear students discussing Audre Lorde and Existentialist Theatre Practices; when I see them investigating Viewpoints and Laban 
Techniques; when I witness them read work from playwrights like Larissa Fasthorse and Suzi Lori Parks in the classroom; and when I 
see them perform the complex works of playwrights like Jose Rivera, Qui Nguyen, and Anne Carson on the mainstage, I am full of an 
explosive joy. 

What a privilege that I have the support of this academic institution to knock down the walls of the eurocentric hierarchy of theatre 
education. Because of this, we get to open up the possibilities for young artist-scholars, of all backgrounds, beyond their wildest dreams 
- beyond my wildest dreams. 

And we get to open up these worlds free of charge to the student, right here in Contra Costa County.  I could not be more proud of the 
work we have already done and will continue to do with your support. 

Toni Morrison says, "This is precisely the time when artists go to work." As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to 
the success of public education in our community. Typically, on our mainstage season announcement, we ask families, students, and 
faculty to "come be bold with us." So, here I am, asking you all to do the same.  Please, be bold with us and vote yes on our charter 
renewal.

Thank you for your support.



Sincerely,

--Â 

AeJay Mitchell
Director of Theatre
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/19/2020 10:57:28 PM
From : "Chris Horton" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Chris Horton and I'm the parent of Yasamin Banitaba-Horton, a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of 
Performing Arts.

I would like you to know how inspirational and encouraging the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts is to my daughter and I, because 
she and mom specifically moved from Napa to Contra Costa County for this unique program. The reputation of the school and national 
ranking was brought to my attention in early 2019, at which time my spouse researched, visited the campus alone and again with our 
daughter, ultimately applying for enrollment consideration in hopes that our daughter would benefit not only from the performing arts 
training but also the academic rigor that is expected from the students. Taking residence in this county for only 3 months despite all the 
challenges that relocation brings up coupled with entering middle school and learning with the CoCoSPA faculty and student body has 
been an amazing experience for our daughter. Yasamin is excited daily when the alarm clock sounds for the next opportunity to engage 
with her teachers, who are kind and compassionate human beings. She has made virtual friends, which is something given it's middle 
school and making friends at this age is so hard. And, overall, she can NOT wait to be able to get to school in person and enjoy all the 
benefits of this community in full force.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

As our County Board of Education, I want to encourage your collaboration and partnership so that SPA can continue providing Yasamin 
and other children in the community a high-quality education. We need your help to make this happen. Please vote yes on the SPA 
petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA has been a beacon of light for Yasamin, her artistic passion for humanity, academia, the administration and faculty are an asset to 
our community. I thank you in advance, and hope you see no other option other than to please continue guiding and providing the school 
your strongest support. 

Sincerely,

Chris Horton
President & CEO
Silicon Valley Laissez Faire Organization, LLC.

There is always hope!

If your email is time sensitive, please call or text 408-823-2660.

Chris Horton
President & CEO
Silicon Valley Laissez Faire Organization
AFP #3411660
408-823-2660

Â   Â  

Ask me about SBDC Access to Capital

http://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-horton-3ba461b9
https://www.facebook.com/chris.l.horton.5
https://www.instagram.com/svlfo/
https://twitter.com/ChrisHorton637


Date : 10/20/2020 11:01:36 AM
From : "Penelope Delianides" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Letter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19,2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Penelope Delianides and I am a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I came to SPA as a new sixth grade student having no idea what to expect. I have learned so much from SPA academically and 
artistically. Before SPA I had no idea what a monologue or a slate was. SPA has helped me get to the place I am as an artist. I have 
made so many close friends here who support me and care for me more than any friends have before. At SPA I feel safe.Â  I feel loved 
in a way that I can be myself. I can be loud and expressive and no one will judge me. SPAs academic system has helped me so much. I 
am receiving much better grades than I would in a regular school system. I am so grateful that my parents decided to send me to this 
school. Here I am able to do what I love, with the people that I love.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Penelope DelianidesÂ 



Date : 10/19/2020 8:24:41 PM
From : "Avital Elgaziel" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/19/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Avital Elgaziel and I am the parent of a students in 6th & 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts ("Coco 
SPA").

Coco SPA is more than just a school. It's a strong, loving, accepting, understanding and safe community. 
A few years ago before we joined Coco SPA, my oldest son was bullied verbally & physically at school by the same kid. When we 
reached out to the teachers they didn't know what to do anymore to stop that situation, and when we asked the principal to help she was 
"too busy with other stuff". The people that were supposed to keep my son safe failed. As a result of that we had to pull my son out of 
school before it was too late, and my son lost his trust in the system. We had a really tough 3 years. I found out about Coco SPA a year 
ago through one of my clients. She had so many amazing things to say about this school that I had to go check it out. From the moment 
that my and my son and I took our first step into Coco SPA, we felt so welcomed in a beautiful, caring environment. We loved it! It's the 
first time in 3 years that I saw the light in my son's eyes sparkle again. This sparkle has gotten bigger and bigger each day that my son 
spends in Coco SPA. In a matter of a few weeks my son was confident again, happy again and felt safe knowing that his teacher and 
staff are there to not only teach him but also protect him. The teachers and staff work so hard to give our kids the best education, send 
the right message of how we all should behave, and be a better version of ourselves, and that reflects on the kids and creates a safe, 
supportive environment free of bullying. 

My youngest son has ADHD and I couldn't be more happier with the support and encouragement that he gets from his teachers. And, 
most importantly make him understand that he's smart just like everyone else.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that Coco SPA can continue providing my children and more children in 
our community a high-quality education and a safe, supportive environment. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes 
on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Avital Elgaziel



Date : 10/19/2020 6:24:50 PM
From : "Richard S. DeShong" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal, Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey:

My name is Richard DeShong and I am the parent of a student in 12th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

The combination of art-centric, small class size, diverse students, and a very inclusive, accepting environment has been perfect for my 
daughter.  She has blossomed as an artist and a scholar (honor roll every semester).

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education.  We need your help to make that happen.  Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community.  I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Richard DeShong, He/Him, Information Technology Systems Analyst
Athletic Study Center, U.C.Berkeley,Â 164 Chavez Student Center, Berkeley, CA, 94720-4220
925-285-1088Â  Â  Â asc.berkeley.edu

http://asc.berkeley.edu


Date : 10/19/2020 9:02:32 AM
From : "McChesney" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Richard McChesney and I am a Contra Costa community member.

During my time as a volunteer at the school I have personally seen the quality and care of instruction by the school staff. I have also
seen the outstanding accomplishments of the students. The education at this school is like no other and is needed by the community to
provide options for students that want training in the arts in addition to a standard curriculum. 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.  Clearly, SPA is an 
asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.  Thank you for 
your support.

Sincerely,

Richard McChesney



Date : 10/18/2020 5:37:30 PM
From : "Christina Howell" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Renewal Video
Here is a link to the video I created in support of the Charter renewal. I uploaded it to Youtube to share but if you prefer that I send the video file,
please let me know

https://youtu.be/xY7X_Dj4rEw

Christina Howell

https://youtu.be/xY7X_Dj4rEw


Date : 10/20/2020 12:06:40 AM
From : "Taylor Teakell" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Taylor Teakell and I am a student in 11th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Honestly SPA has become more of a â€œhomeâ€ to me than my real â€œhomeâ€. I say this because to me this school is my 
family, my friends, and my future. When I came to SPA the first year in 7th grade I really did not know what to expect, I met some 
amazing people and I joined the after school crew program that has changed my life. I have worked on every single show SPA has put 
together besides the in class ones of course. I have never really had great relationships with my teachers until I came here. The 
teachers here really are amazing and one of a kind human beings that I truly believe would do anything for us. I have spent hours upon 
hours working on plays and doing what I love here at SPA. I remember my first show so clearly, it was Metamorphosis and we put it on 
at the Concord Pavilion, it was not only my first show but also SPAâ€™s. I just remember being backstage running props and costumes 
around like my life depended on it and loving every second of it. When the show ended and we got to take the last bow I cannot describe 
the amount of sheer joy I experienced and back then I never would have known that that show changed everything for me. 
Metamorphosis in 2016 has changed me into who I am today, I look forward to those shows every year, when one show ends I'm 
immediately thinking about the next. The last show I worked on was Picasso at the Lapin Agile, I was Stage Manager and was in charge 
of calling the show. That show was like my baby and through all the sweat and tears Iâ€™m so proud of my work, I would never have 
been able to do any of that if it werenâ€™t for my directors but more importantly if it werenâ€™t for SPA. All together at SPA I have had 
the honor of being a part of 8 shows! I have never felt more like I belong somewhere than when I am doing the shows SPA gave me the 
opportunity to do. This school is my home away from home, my happy place, its where I look forward to going. Next year is my last year 
at SPA and I know leaving will break my heart. I just hope everyone who continues to join the SPA family has the same amazing 
experience I have been able to have.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future and the future SPA family.Â I ask that 
you please continue to provide your strong support for my home by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Taylor Teakell

Taylor Teakell
11th Grade Production and Design



Date : 10/18/2020 10:49:40 AM
From : "Tina Kumar" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

18 October, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Tina Kumar and I am an English Teacher at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Joining the SPA team for the 
2020-2021 school year has been an amazing and unique experience so far. The steps that SPA has taken in preparing students and 
teachers for a virtual school experience has been very thorough. As a teacher, reaching out to the administration or to our technical 
staff and getting a quick response and solution to issues that arise on a continuing basis has been very rewarding.

 Additionally, SPAâ€™s emphasis on various arts integrated curriculum and outreach programs has been insightful to experience. I 
am thankful to have joined a school where issues about diversity, inclusion, and equity encompass conversations on a frequent basis 
to provide the best educational experience possible.

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is 
an important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you 
for your support.

Sincerely,
Tina Kumar

Tina Kumar
English Teacher
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/19/2020 3:54:15 PM
From : "Skylar Ellis" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : My Student Endorsement Letter!
Hello! My name is Skylar Ellis and this is my endorsementÂ letter!
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19adfa-ehKqtU7wHwFHGndXSjROr_7was1BvI_5IMVic/editÂ 

-- 
Skylar Ellis

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19adfa-ehKqtU7wHwFHGndXSjROr_7was1BvI_5IMVic/edit


Date : 10/19/2020 4:22:40 PM
From : "Jayden Touchstone" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Student Endorsement Letter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Jayden Touchstone and I am a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I havenâ€™t always been the best at getting my work in on time but at SPA there is more flexibility.Â  When I was at my other school I 
was always trying to fit in but at SPA I learned that fitting in wasnâ€™t important at all, what you really want to do is be yourself and be 
unique. I have learned to be myself around others and not to keep everything inside. It is my third year atÂ  SPA and I have been working 
very hard to be myself and to get my work done on my own time.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Jayden Touchstone



Date : 10/14/2020 11:36:26 AM
From : "Katherine Orloff" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 14, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, Vice President Lewis, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Katherine Orloff and I am the Director of Dance at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I have been with SPA since day one and am so proud to be training the next generation of young artists and creative thinkers.  I attended 
Las Lomas High School, received my formative dance training in Walnut Creek, and also taught and danced professionally for several 
years in the Bay Area.  It is an honor to give back to the community that raised and supported me and to share my community of artists 
and educators with the incredibly talented dancers at SPA.

My mission since day one has been to create a true center for investigative research through dance and to provide young artists with the 
tools to think critically and creatively about the world around them.  I believe we serve a real need in this community for conservatory 
dance training, marked by a rigorous curriculum, diverse repertoire, and renowned faculty.  Surrounding institutions focus on competitive 
and recreational-style dance; we are rooted more in process-driven work that is complemented by a robust performance season. 
Throughout the year our dancers perform new and original works by faculty and guest artists, as well as repertoire from the classical, 
contemporary, and modern dance canon.

What I find most extraordinary about SPA is that it provides such high-level arts training at no cost to families.  It is remarkable to see 
students - who might not otherwise have access to conservatory classes - discover such a passion and curiosity about this work.  The 
SPA staff is equally as passionate about their work.  The academic and artistic faculty alike believe wholeheartedly in the work they are 
doing, care deeply about their students, and fight hard to be changemakers in their community.  

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,

Katherine Orloff

-- 
Katherine Orloff
Director of Dance
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
www.cocospa.org

http://www.cocospa.org


Date : 10/18/2020 10:14:47 AM
From : "Laura Beck" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/18/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Laura Beck and I am the parent/guardian of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My son, Isaiah, has found a home at SPA. Isaiah unfortunately had changed schools a couple times before coming to SPA due to having 
to move to a different home. While Isaiah attended middle school elsewhere, he had a hard time making good, solid friends. He 
struggled socially which in turn took a toll on his grades. I had hope he would come around and find his people, but his people were 
nowhere to be found. Then, i applied for SPA, unbeknownst to Isaiah. When he learned he was accepted, he cried tears of joy at the 
opportunity to be able to attend. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Laura Beck



Date : 10/13/2020 6:15:41 PM
From : "Karah Turkin (via Google Docs)" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Cc : "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : Contra Costa County Board of Education - Invitation to edit

kturkin2026@cocospa.org has invited you to edit the following document:

Contra Costa County Board of Education

Open in Docs

Google Docs: Create and edit documents online. 
Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043, USA
You have received this email because kturkin2026@cocospa.org shared a document with you from Google
Docs.

mailto:kturkin2026@cocospa.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w6hoTLUgU-9MAMVfd_TyZ35nOU-ZDOnbSTKdhWwAcCQ/edit?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5f86513d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w6hoTLUgU-9MAMVfd_TyZ35nOU-ZDOnbSTKdhWwAcCQ/edit?usp=sharing_eip&ts=5f86513d
mailto:kturkin2026@cocospa.org
http://drive.google.com


Date : 10/17/2020 4:18:45 PM
From : "Karen Montgomery" 
BCc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA's Charter Renewal!

Contra Costa County Board of Education

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Contra Costa County Office of Education

77 Santa Barbara Rd

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

[10/17/20]

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Karen Montgomery and I am a founding member of Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. I teach history 

and Health and Wellness and I also have a 10th grader who attends SPA.Â  It is interesting to wear two hats, as both an 

employee of SPA and as a parent. I would like to share a bit of my experiences as both with you.Â 

I will start with my experience working for SPA as an educator. One of the things that drew me to SPA initially was the 

passion of the directors: Lisa Kingsbury and Neil McChesney. It is rare that you meet two people so passionate about both arts 

and education that they are willing to risk everything to create a space for artists to learn, create and grow. I was impressed by 

their drive to create a space that is inclusive, diverse and progressive. This has not been easy as these adjectives donâ€™t 

usually describe the institution and bureaucracy of most public schools. In fact, creating a place like this has often meant 

questioning and challenging the structures that have been in place in schools for decades. Creating this school requires an 

immense of bravery and passion and this passion extends to the staff and students. I cannot imagine working at any other school 

as at SPA, I am challenged AND supported to be the best educator that I can be. I am encouraged to develop deep 

relationships with my colleagues, administrators, students and families. I am seen and heard when I have concerns about the 

way things are run. I am nurtured and loved when things are challenging outside of work. As SPA has evolved and grown these 

past 5 years, we have gotten stronger, braver and clearer with our mission: to be the most progressive, inclusive, empowering 

and dynamic learning community in the Bay Area. I am proud to work with SPA and am excited to see what the future holds for 

our family.Â 

As a parent, I am incredibly grateful for the support my son receives at SPA. Wyatte began middle school at our local 

public school. He was completely overwhelmed (as most 6th graders are) juggling multiple responsibilities, classes, 

assignments and teacher expectations. He began receiving Fâ€™s and Dâ€™s and his sense of self began to plummet. 

Frustrated, I moved him to SPA even though I was well aware he was â€œnot interested in artâ€! Wyatte was enrolled in our 

Production and Design program under the care and direction of Kayla Knowles. 7th and 8th grade were bumpy and Wyatte did 

not appreciate how hard the teachers worked to support him. In 9th grade, he elected to return to our neighborhood public 



school. It was not a good fit and he returned to SPA in the second semester of his 9th grade year. Since then, he has been 

deeply grateful for the education he is receiving, the exposure to art (he has his own clothing line now) and the commitment by 

his teachers to support him to be his best self. Another benefit of being a SPA student is that as a white, cisgendered male 

growing up in Walnut Creek, my son has not been exposed to a great amount of diversity. SPA has offered him that opportunity 

and a chance to see the world from so many different perspectives. I truly believe that this school changed the course of his life 

for the better as I believe it has changed the course of the lives of hundreds more. Just think what we can do with 5 more years.Â 

In conclusion, please vote YES on renewing our charter. In these troubling times, there is nothing more important than a 

school devoted to the development of our young people, the diversity of our city and the well-being of our community. Thank you 

for your time.Â 

Karen Montgomery

-- 
Karen Montgomery
Social Science & Health and Wellness Educator & Mentor
925.525.1600 (Cell)Â 

"A good leader inspires people to have confidence in their leader. A great leader inspires people to have confidence in themselves." ER



Date : 10/19/2020 4:12:32 PM
From : "Ryan-Adele Heskett" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Student Endorsement Letter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ryan-Adele Heskett and I am a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA has been such a wonderful school for me. The staff is so amazing, the student body is so inclusive, and the school itself has 
become like a second home to me. I have so many wonderful memories that I will take with me for the rest of my life. I love the Arts 
aspect of this school and having other students I can relate to. When the pandemic hit and we had to stop coming to school I was 
devastated. But once we got our bearings, SPA worked so hard to make sure we could still do just as much as when we were on 
campus. I have learned so much from this school and I know I have improved as a person because of this wonderful community. I want 
so much for this school to come back to campus, but I know that until then I will have the schoolâ€™s support behind me.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you so much.

Sincerely,

Ryan-Adele Heskett

-- 
~Ryan-Adele Heskett
8th grade
"If you don't think then you shouldn't talk." ~The Mad Hare



Date : 10/19/2020 9:07:03 AM
From : "Lisa Kingsbury" 
BCc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts endorsement
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Lisa KingsburyÂ  and I am the Director of Community Engagement at the Contra Costa School of Performing 
Arts.

Five years ago, I wrote a similar letter to the Board Trustees and Superintendent at the time. At that time, I was a 22 year 
educator in the Antioch Unified School District who was making a big leap. I left my comfortable teaching position, a 
curriculum I pioneered, a staff and families I knew very well, a salary and benefits that were guaranteed, to leap into the 
unknown and help found the Contra Costa School of the Performing Arts. I am so grateful in the support of the staff and 
board of CCCOE in taking this leap with us!Â 

Suffice to say, these last 5 years have been more challenging than I would have every imagined. The obstacles that fell into 
our path were many; the choices we had to make on a daily basis often felt like we were Sisyphus, forever pushing a bolder 
almost to the top of the mountain, only to start all over again in the morning.

However, thisâ€leapâ€ orÂ  journey has also been more rewarding than I would have ever imagined. Along the way, we have 
built a unique and strong local community and created a safe place for arts-minded students and their families. We have 
students that come to us to realize their passion in the arts and we also have students that come to us to find an alternative to 
systems, public and private, that werenâ€™t able to serve their needs. We serve them all. We have a creative and passionate 
faculty that work with students to support their individual achievement in a program that allows for myriad pathways to 
success ( or something like that?). We have the most amazing arts faculty, who left their professional careers to bring out the 
best in our artists-scholars and stage productions that bring me to tears (every time). Most of all, we have hundreds of 
students that call SPA home.

And when the pandemic hit, I am proud to say our â€œcan-doâ€ faculty found a way to swiftly turn our curriculum, both 
academic and arts-based into an innovative online program almost immediately.Â  Without missing a beat, we were open for 
school and were supporting our families with varied supports and continued rigor. While continuing in distance learning is no 
oneâ€™s choice, I remain amazed and proud of the work our entire community is doing to continue the learning of all our 
artist-scholars.

With two graduating classes now out in the â€œreal worldâ€ representing us, I can see the realization of the dream that we 
presented to you 5 years ago: artist-scholars who display the ability to tackle rigorous work in both their academic and arts 
classes, who show resilience in the face of adversity, who see the relevance of the work they continue to immerse themselves 
in and who are experts at building lasting relationships that will become the base of their adult selves. Our alumni are now 
spread across the nation, from UC Davis to NYU, from St Maryâ€™s College to Boise State, from the Claremont Colleges to 
Emerson College - and we canâ€™t wait to see where our third group of graduates choose to continue their journey in 
education!

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Our 
unique school draws students from all over our county, families that want to be steeped in the performing arts and explore 
what our one-of-a-kind school can offer their students.. Clearly, SPA is an important part of the public education system in 
Contra Costa and I urge you to vote YES on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for taking a â€œleapâ€ with us 5 years ago 
and I look forward to the next 5 years!

Sincerely,

Lisa Kingsbury
Director of Community Engagement
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
www.cocospa.org

http://www.cocospa.org


Date : 10/18/2020 9:58:34 PM
From : "Smceee" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey:

My name is Sylvia Cabrales and I am the parent of a 12th  grader at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (SPA).

At SPA, my daughter met students that shared her same passion for the Arts and creativity.Â  My daughter expresses that â€œSPA has helped
me grow as a dancer and as a person.â€ Her experience at SPA is preparing her for college, employment, and the opportunity to pursue her
passion for Dance.Â  As a parent I believe that at SPA my daughter has learned to think critically and use visual information to help her learn
and find her purpose.Â  The academic instruction and small class sizes give the staff the unique opportunity to support students 1:1 as
needed.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask for your support so that SPA can continue providing my child and prospective students in our
community an opportunity to receive a high-quality arts based education.Â  Â 

I respectfully request your YES vote on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.

Thank you,

Sylvia CabralesÂ 



Date : 10/19/2020 4:51:19 PM
From : "Kristyn Dorman" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts charter renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kristyn Dorman, and this is my twenty-second year teaching high school English in the Antioch Unified School District. 

More importantly, my niece Maxine Espiritu has been a student at Contra Costa County School of Performing Arts (CoCo SPA) since the 
first year it opened, and I have seen her grow so much as a student, as a performer, and as a community member because her school 
has both challenged her and given her opportunities for growth and engagement. 

When she was a sixth grader just starting out at the school, she was a little intimidated by the experience and the skill of the dancers 
around her, but her CoCo SPA dance teacher saw her passion for dance and encouraged her to dig down deep and push herself. She 
ended up being one of three soloists in the dance show that spring because her teacher saw that spark in her and encouraged her to 
work hard and never give up. It is that close personal relationship that this school fosters with its students that also encouraged my niece 
to get more serious about her studies. The online forum was new to my niece in the sixth grade, and she struggled with time 
management and focus a bit the first semester. However, the close one-on-one relationships and mentorship structure of CoCo SPA  
did not let her slip through the cracks. Now she is celebrating her second semester in a row of straight A's, encouraged not only by staff 
who clearly care about her success but also by the mastery learning concept that the school has put in place. Maxine came into CoCo 
SPA as a sixth grader who just knew she liked performing arts. Now she is a focused sophomore, starting new clubs that she is 
passionate about, mentoring incoming students, and practicing dance every day at home until it is safe to return to school, to the 
community that has helped shape her into the phenomenal young woman she is becoming. I cannot wait to see her continue to grow 
and thrive with the challenges, stellar education, and relationships her school provides her and all of the other students there.

Your leadership as our County Board of Education is vital to the success of public schools in Contra Costa County.Â  SPA is a shining 
asset to this county, and I wholeheartedly support its program and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you for 
your support.

Regards,

Kristyn Dorman



Date : 10/17/2020 3:54:32 PM
From : "Bettina Davis" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 17th 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Bettina Davis and I am the parent of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA means a lot to me and my family, this is the first school where my kid is not called a "weirdo" because she likes to perform. Makes me proud
when I hear my daughter talk about "Sweeny Todd", "Cats" or "Hamilton"Â  and that she even has an educated opinion of those plays, and while I
am writing this, I get goosebumps and holding tears back as I am scared there could be a chance of my daughter not being able to go to this
school. I am scared of my child going to another school as she is transitioning, and even the teachers are calling her by her new name, I highly
believe she will not get the same respect that she gets at SPA. period.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in 
our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-
year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Bettina Davis



Date : 10/18/2020 11:56:35 PM
From : "竹如竹如  侯侯" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : COCOSPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Oct 18, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kristine Hou and I am the parent of a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

When my daughter first came to COCOSPA, in 2017, she was very happy to be given a chance to be at a school where people had
similar interests as her. She joined the school with two of her friends who both were interested in what the school taught. Today she is
still happy to be learning and growing at this school. I'm glad that she fits in at this school and I hope that she can still do that in the next 4
years.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Kristine Hou



Date : 10/19/2020 9:44:21 AM
From : "Beatriz V" 
To : "Beatriz V" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Monday,  October 19th

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Beatriz Vela and I am the parent of the students  Alexandra and Luis Baldassari , 8th grade and 6th grade  at the Contra
Costa School of Performing Arts.
I beleive  SPA is an important  and impactful part of the public education  system in our community  and I am asking for the County Board of
Education to vote YES on the SPA charter renewal.

Sincerely,
BEATRIZ VELA

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S9+, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone



Date : 10/19/2020 11:04:55 AM
From : "Melissa Kirmsse" 
To : "Melissa Kirmsse" 
BCc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19. 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Melissa Kirmsse and I am the Office Manager at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

In 2014 I attended my first informational meeting for CoCoSPA and immediately knew that I wanted to work there. I stayed 
informed of the Charter Application Process and once the approval meetings started I attended every one, speaking once or 
twice. As soon as the Charter, our Charter was approved I approached them and asked to apply for a job. Months later I was 
hired first as an office assistant and then Office Manager.

SPA is a magical place to work, we are a family of very like minded people who want to create a unique space for 
artist/scholars. Our students are some of the most engaging young people I have ever met. Their creativity flows through our 
building. The Lobby where I work, is sometimes filled with song, dance and an occasional English class doing a rap about 
punctuation. Every day is something new and quite often exciting, I love my job and coming to work is never something I have to 
do, rather something I want to do. I can honestly say that I have never had another job that gives me the satisfaction that my job at 
CoCoSPA gives me. I hope that you will give me the honor of continuing to come to work every day and being inspired by all that 
is around me at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, 
SPA is an important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Melissa Kirmsse
Office Manager



Date : 10/17/2020 1:42:20 PM
From : "Katheryn Cooper" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote Yes on SPA Charter Renewal
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Katheryn and I am a student in 12th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Iâ€™ve been a student at SPA since the very beginning, and this school has been the best part of my high school years. I have always 
felt supported by the teachers and staff and watching the school grow into the amazing place it is today has been amazing. This school 
has directly helped me prepare for college, both with college prep classes such as Monologue Portfolio (where I build a repertoire of 
monologues for college auditions) and the rigor of the academic program. The arts program at SPA has helped me become a stronger 
artist and scholar.Â 

One of my favorite memories of my junior year, putting on the play Antigonick, came directly out of the theatre class â€œActing the 
Classics/Chance Theatre.â€ My ensemble and I grew artistically, yes, but we also grew closer as family. On our final performance night, 
I remember sitting in our places onstage before the doors opened breathing together, feeling the energy and the connection in the room. 
We took a deep breath in, then let it out. We wiped our tears at the prospect of it being our final show together, and just sat in the 
moment. It was magical.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Katheryn Cooper

-- 
Best Wishes,

Katheryn Cooper
kcooper2021@cocospa.org
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts

mailto:kcooper2021@cocospa.org


Date : 10/19/2020 9:05:15 AM
From : "McChesney" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal

Contra Costa County Board of Education

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Contra Costa County Office of Education

77 Santa Barbara Rd

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

 

October 18, 2020

 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

 

My name is Linda McChesney and I am a member of the Contra Costa community.

 

My husband and I have been involved with SPA since its inception. Watching its development and growth through the years has been
inspirational. I have personally seen the quality and care of instruction by the school staff. I have also seen the outstanding
accomplishments of the students in their performances. The education at this school is like no other and is needed by the community to
provide options for students that want training in the arts and standard curriculum. 

 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.  Clearly, SPA is an
asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.  Thank you for
your support.

 

Sincerely,

 

Linda McChesney



Date : 10/19/2020 10:46:47 AM
From : "Jeannette Delianides" 
To : "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA renewal
Hello, 

I am resending my letter since it came back undeliverable for some of the recipients. 

Thanks
Jeannette 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Jeannette Delianides <red88_us@yahoo.com>
Date: October 18, 2020 at 10:36:40 PM PDT
To: alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us, falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us, sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us, mmaxwel@cccoe.k12.ca.us,
lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us, vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us
Cc: charterrenewal@cocospa.org
Subject: SPA renewal

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/18/20

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Jeannette Delianides and I am the parent of a student in 6th and 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of 
Performing Arts.

When I found out about SPA, I was extremely interested because my daughter struggled in school.  She hated school.  The 
monotonous class lectures and turning in homework the next days was difficult for her.  It became apparent in 5th grade that 
I had to make a change.  Although I had mixed messages from parents that have gone to SPA, I had to find out for myself 
and decided to enroll my daughter.  SPAs Performing Arts classes have made a huge impact in my daughter.  She found a 
sense of belonging.   The school not only offers classes for the Arts driven children but the school is very accepting of each 
individual’s uniqueness.  Middle school is hard enough for most children, not feeling accepted can make or break a person 
especially at this age.   The school makes it easier for children to get in touch with themselves.  

As a result of being a happier student, my daughter, now a Freshman in High School is taking personal responsibility for her 
work.  I no longer have to micromanage. More Important than pure academics and a lot of pressure to get good grades, 
she’s found a school that supports her needs and she wants to do well. 

My younger daughter started 6th grade this year.  A bit tough but slowly, she’s meeting other children with similar interest.  
Even at distant learning, SPAs found ways for the kids to connect from clubs, breakout rooms and now social distance pods 
meets in the school parking.  

We are extremely fortunate our children go to SPA.  The school's curriculum works well for children that need to learn non 
traditionally.  The support in the Arts is extremely important as it allows children with the love for the Arts see their 
curriculum more interesting and are inspired to do well. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children 
in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for 
a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,



Jeannette Delianides 

Sent from my iPhone



Date : 10/18/2020 5:34:31 PM
From : "mayajduran" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CoCoSPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 18, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and
Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Maya Duran and I am the parent of an 11th
grade Drama student at the Contra Costa School of
Performing Arts.

My daughter has been attending CoCoSPA since 7th
grade and has developed her artistic, educational, and
social skills greatly during her time. She wishes to be
able to graduate next year and hopes her classes can
be recognized  by the college of her choice.  This unique
school as given her the confidence and social skills that
no other school has been able to offer her.  This
community needs an art-focused school just as much as
sports-driven schools are needed -  CoCoSPA is a must
in Contra Costa to ensure this county is able to offer
diverse opportunities to our future leaders.  My
daughter's confidence driven by her artistic ability are all
thanks to the teachers and administration that continue
to challenge her.  She has enjoyed her time at SPA, and
wants to be able to expand her growth as an artist after
graduation and into her adult life.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your
partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child
and more children in our community a high-quality
education. We need your help to make that happen.
Please vote YES on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you
please continue to provide the school your strong
support.

Sincerely,
Maya Duran 



Date : 10/20/2020 11:56:19 AM
From : "Jessica Hoffman" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CocoSPA means EVERYTHING to our family
October 20, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Jessica Hoffman and I am the parent of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA brings out the best in our daughter. Before SPA, she attended private school Palmer where we thought she would do well due to small class
size. But SPA has managed to deliver the highest quality academic AND arts education and we are thrilled. She joined in 6th grade and we are so
happy we made the move.Â SPA teachers are the most dedicated teachers I have known. They care not just about Camila's grades, but about her
self esteem, her development and her participationÂ in the SPA community. Just this morning, I received an email from math teacher Ms. Victoria
Sepe who was concerned Camila was losing stamina in one of her classes. And this once again reaffirmed my feelings about the SPA community
and the quality of educators it attracts.Â 

Dr. C is an amazing new addition to the school and personally reaches out to kids and their families to get to know them. I was touched that he
even offered to have one on one conversations with Camila about the extra books she is reading in English. I have never seen this level of
dedication in any school (private or public) that my daughters have attended.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a
high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support. We would be lost without this special
school and its incredible educators.

Sincerely,

Jessica Hoffman
131 Polley Lane
Pleasant Hill, CAÂ 
510-301-8181



Date : 10/19/2020 4:18:10 PM
From : "Irene Du" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

[10/19/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Irene and I am a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

This is my first year at SPA and I think this is a really great school. The teachers are really nice and really want us to work hard and the 
students are also super nice and are really helpful if you need someone to help you with something.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Irene



Date : 10/19/2020 4:09:50 PM
From : "Giovanni Loza" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Hello, I'm Giovanni Loza

And the reason I think spa should keepÂ going is becauseÂ in thisÂ school I feel like I can breathe. In old school I always had something over me
like the kids were out to get me, and as soon as soon as I got to this school it was different. I now can breathe, and be me and don't feel odd like
the old schools made me feel. So please keep SPA



Date : 10/17/2020 10:23:57 AM
From : "michelle lawson" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 17, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Michelle and I have a 7th grade student at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (SPA). 

Through mid-year of her 6th grade, my daughter had attended MDUSD schools, and previously, private schools. She transferred into SPA in January of 2020. Unlike the other schools
she attended, my daughter is one of many at SPA that has an IEP. This school is the first that has created both a positive and nurturing environment for my daughter’s education as
well as successfully addressed the challenges her neurodiversity brings. While her IQ is above average, the way she learns was just not being met within the teaching frameworks
at the other schools. SPA's focus on the arts has allowed my daughter to use her creativity and develop her confidence, which is leading to the development of a young woman who
believes she can do anything. Before SPA, we never heard her talk about wanting to attend college; now, she is eagerly charting her course through school to make that a reality. 

Additionally, SPA’s intentionality around inclusion, ability to attract a diverse student body composed of backgrounds spanning a broad array of socioeconomic, and racial boundaries,
and recognition of the need to develop mental health skills into the learning environment have contributed to tremendous growth. During these current challenging times, SPA has
enabled my daughter to improve her resilience, develop compassion, and has created an awareness for the importance of the social issues of the day. SPA is not only creating great
students, but also thoughtful and engaged future citizens. Given our positive experience, we would love to have our younger son attend middle school at SPA.

SPA is so important to our community and the development of my children that I strongly request for your continued strong support of our school.  As our County Board of Education, I
ask for your help in continuing to offer diverse options for our children’s education. 

Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

Best regards,

Michelle Lawson



Date : 10/5/2020 10:13:26 AM
From : "Tasha Tervalon" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "'Arthur Norcome'" 
Subject : Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 5, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Tasha Tervalon and I am the parent of a student in 8th grade at the Contra
 Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter has really found her social and emotional home at the Contra Costa School
 of Performing Arts. She was in a local public school for elementary and 6th grade and was teased and bullied for her eccentric style. At 
a very young age she knew she wanted to be a professional dancer when she grew up. She has prioritized dance classes over
 all other activities for several years now. At the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts she gets to experience conservatory styler 
training, get 4 hours a week of high quality dance instruction, and academic teachers who understand how she learns in her
 young artist brain. She is a natural born creative (her dad is an artist too) and day one she said she wanted to go to the Contra Costa 
School of Performing Arts all the way through high school. She just loves the teachers, the students, and the ability to
 do what she loves as part of her schooling. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue
 providing my child and more children in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote 
yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school
 your strong support.

Sincerely,

Tasha Tervalon, MSW

 
 



Date : 10/19/2020 6:01:58 PM
From : "elena yakubova" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts charter renewal endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 
October 19, 2020
Â 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
Â 
My name is Yelena Yakubova and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
Â 
My daughter has always been artistically inclined, but developing her talent has been a challenge for me as a parent, as it typically
requires after-school classes.Â  Unfortunately, my work schedule does not allow me to be there to transport my daughter to various
after-school activities.Â  In addition, as a single parent, I often struggle to afford such extra-curricular activities.Â  Having a school like
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts, which incorporates development of artistic talents into curriculum has been a blessing.Â  My
daughter looks forward to school every day because she is excited to learn about music.Â  She feels special, like she belongs to a
special club, where she shares similar interests with her peers.Â  She also feels like her individual talents are recognized and
honored.Â  Â Â Â 
Â 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal.Â 
Â 
SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.
Â 
Sincerely,
Â 
Yelena Yakubova



Date : 10/18/2020 7:23:09 PM
From : "JONATHAN ADKINS" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "fallenye@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Renewal
10/18/20

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name  is Nicole Adkins and I am the parent of a student in 10th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Jackson has attended SPA since 7th grade. Dance is his passion, and being able to foster his passion in school is valuable. This school
gives opportunities that regular schools do not offer. He has been able to give not only as a dancer, but as a student as well. He has
flourished with his academics as well. The teachers offer new ways of teaching the curriculum. They nurture the arts into all academic
curriculum.  

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. 

Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Nicole Adkins 

Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


Date : 10/19/2020 8:24:09 PM
From : "Brian Hudes" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Rebekah Hudes" 
Subject : Our perspective on renewing the SPA Charter from the parents of an 8th grade student
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

Our names are Brian Hudes and Rebekah Hudes and we are the parents of
a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

We absolutely LOVE the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts and feel
so fortunate that our child is able to attend this incredible school.
The inclusive environment and approach to learning has been so
wonderful for our child.  Our child is extremely bright, creative and
sensitive and was severely struggling in prior schools before we found
SPA due to bullying and academic approaches that did not work for our
child's learning style.  Those more traditional learning environments
led to clinical anxiety and depression.  The environment cultivated at
SPA could not be a better fit for our child.  It has enabled our child
to better manage anxiety, learn healthy study habits, and ask for help
when needed (we have been blown away by all the wonderful support
options available for each student).  Our child's grades are improving
and overall feelings towards learning in general have truly
transformed since becoming a student at SPA and a member of the SPA
community.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that
SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community
a high-quality education in an inclusive, accepting and very
supportive environment.  We need your help to make that happen.
Please vote YES on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.

SPA is an incredible asset to our community. I ask that you please
continue to provide this exceptional school with your strong support
so that other families can benefit from this wonderful institution and
our child can continue to thrive after years of severely struggling in
more traditional educational environments.

Sincerely,

Brian & Rebekah Hudes
Walnut Creek, CA



Date : 10/16/2020 3:25:19 PM
From : "Skyla Rogers" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Lisa Kingsbury" 
Subject : Student Endorsement Letter-Skyla Rogers
Hello county Board members and others, 

My name is Skyla Rogers and I am a Sophomore and student here at Contra Costa School of Performing Arts for quite some time now 
and I was asked by the Beloved Miss Kingsbury to write a student endorsement letter and I gladly approved so here is my letter to you 
about my school that I love. Thank you 

Â  Student Endorsement Letter-Skyla Rogers

-- 
Skyla RogersÂ 
10thÂ grade
CocospaÂ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OeWZVmtJTb2s4fY-kAyIis4DqRkSj9IY9ACJ4aQ3AXk/edit?usp=drive_web


Date : 10/19/2020 10:12:06 AM
From : "Jessica Nothmann" 
To : "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Coco Spa Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 18, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Jessica Nothmann and I am the parent of a student in the 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. I ask you 
to please vote Yes on CocoSPA's 5 year charter renewal.

Our family moved to California about three and a half years ago. At the time our eldest son Isaac was entering the 5th grade at our local 
public elementary school in Danville California. His first year here in California was just plain awful. You see, Isaac is not a "mainstream" 
kid. He likes to dance and dress up... 

As Isaac finished 5th grade feeling hopeless, my husband came home from work one day with news of a "different" kind of school in 
Walnut Creek. A colleague of his had a daughter that attended The Contra Costa County School of Performing  Arts. We arranged for a 
guided tour of the school. It was evident from the first greeting we received as we stepped into the front lobby that this was Isaac`s 
school. CocoSPA has been our greatest blessing since moving to California. Isaac is thriving now. Every child deserves the ability to 
thrive. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Jessica Nothmann



Date : 10/19/2020 2:29:58 AM
From : "Chanette Josa" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of EducationÂ 
Contra Costa County Superintendent of SchoolsÂ 
Contra Costa County Office of EducationÂ 
77 Santa Barbara RdÂ 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523Â 

Â 
October 18, 2020Â 
Â 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,Â 
Â 

My name is Chanette Josa and I am the parent of a student in 7th, 10th and 11th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.Â 

My kids have been attending SPA for a few years and it has made such a difference in their lives. When you have children, they all have many 
different personalities and mine are no different than anyone else. But SPA has given them the ability to express themselves as an individual and the 
staff at this wonderful school has been great mentors to my children. The arts and education programs offered here at SPA give the kids a variety 
of choices to show their talents. The students here all work together as one big family to help make whatever production or event run smoothly, so 
that when we as parents and family members come to see their hard work and dedication into whatever they are doing, it is always a very beautiful 
production, show, or event. The faculty and staff at this school go above and beyond to help our students succeed. They care about the student's 
education and make sure that students are meeting their academic goals on a regular basis.Â  They offer tutoring to students who need a little extra 
help or just want to stay on top of things. The extra miles that the teachers and staff go to help the students are very much appreciated, and the 
kids all love them.Â  When I lost my mother and husband at the beginning of the year, SPA went above and beyond, students, faculty and staff, to 
help my children get their work.Â  They called and checked on us and offered services to my children to help them cope with the losses. This year 
has been a tough one for us, but SPA has been there for us every step of the way to help us cross those tough hurdles. I am proud to say that I 
send my kids to SPA and look forward to sending my last two children to SPA.Â Â 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my children and more children in our community 
a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â Â 
SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.Â 
Â 

Sincerely,Â 
Â 

Chanette S Josa



Date : 10/16/2020 2:22:51 PM
From : "Sarahi Santillan" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Lisa Kingsbury" 
Subject : Charter Renewal paper
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V59Rm-zt7nTH_uWSwIg_JwHKkpvergT6HQjj3ry8wFI/edit

Sarahi Santillan
Â ssantillan2022@cocospa.orgÂ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V59Rm-zt7nTH_uWSwIg_JwHKkpvergT6HQjj3ry8wFI/edit
mailto:ssantillan2022@cocospa.org


Date : 10/19/2020 2:03:54 PM
From : "Karen Sibony" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Spa Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 
10/19/2020
Â 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
My name is Karen SibonyÂ and I am the parent of two students, one in 8th grade and one in 10th grade at the Contra Costa
School of Performing Arts.
Â 
I want to share that Spa has been an excellent, safe andÂ warm environment for both my children. We have been here 3 years
now. My son in 8th grade is happy, secure, has made good friends and we are thankful that he is in a supportive school where he
can thrive and express his musical creativity. This is such peace of mind as a parent of a middle schooler which canÂ be such a
difficult time. He has had excellent teachers and has learned important values in addition to academics. His English teacher last
year, Ms KuvetakisÂ ledÂ great discussion groups which I believe really expanded his mind and kept him challenged. His music
and piano skills have progressed well and we have been happy with the music teachers.
Â 
My daughter has special needs and has been supported so well atÂ Spa. Her team has always been caring,Â encouraging and
adaptive to her needs while gently progressingÂ her academically. We struggled with managing her IEP prior to coming SPA so
weÂ fullyÂ appreciate and value what this school has given her. She has been encouraged to express her uniqueness. All her
teachers have been impressive and incredibly hard working always making themselves availableÂ in office hours for
her.Â Having dance as her art has been such a good therapeutic outlet and we have been very impressed with the dance
department and its variety of creative dance instruction and dance teachers.
My husband and children join me in asking for your vote to renew Spa'sÂ charter. We are all grateful!Â 
Â 

As our County Board of Education, we ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in
our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year
charter renewal.Â 
Â 
Sincerely,
Parents of Simone and Izzy Pollack
Karen Sibony and Jason Pollack
Â 



Date : 10/16/2020 3:17:00 PM
From : "David Wendt" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa County School of the Performing Arts charter renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 

October 15, 2020
Â 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
Â 
My name isÂ David Wendtand I serve as Treasurer on the Board of Directors for the Contra Costa County School of the Performing
Arts.
Â 
I have served on the board of directors for SPA for a little more than a year and I have witnessed stellar growth in every aspect of the
school.Â Â The board of directors is comprised of dedicated and talented community members who have facilitated several
accomplishments of SPA.Â Â Among these are improvements in academics and governance, development of an exceptional remote
learning program, hiring of new faculty (including a very capable principal), purchase of the school facility, and financial stability, much of
which has been accomplished during the Covid Crisis.Â SPAâ€™s remote learning program is a model of how to successfully promote
distance learning not only of academics, but the even more challenging performing arts, while at the same time addressing the needs of
students, parents and faculty in a remote learning environment.Â SPAâ€™s success as a charter school sets an example to be
followed by the education community for school operations, academics, and performing arts education in general. To achieve all that
SPA has accomplished in a short amount of time, while dealing with the challenges of the Covid Crisis, is astounding and a testament to
the dedication and determination of the SPAâ€™s faculty, students, parents, staff and community supporters.
Â 
As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  If the arts and
humanities are to survive and thrive in this era of rapid adoption of new technologies, schools like SPA are key to accomplishing that
goal.Â Â Clearly, SPA is an asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA
Charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your support.
Â 
Sincerely,
Â 
David Wendt



Date : 10/19/2020 1:57:43 PM
From : "Sarah Davidson" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : SPA Endorsement Letter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Sarah Davidson and I am a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I came to SPA from a small private school. I was worried about my transition from such a nurturing environment to a large public school 
with standard education. When I came to SPA I found myself shocked, for our school is anything but standard. Never had I seen such a 
close-knit community that spanned both Middle and High school, as well as included teachers and admin. As I settled into SPAâ€™s 
community I soon felt that I belonged. SPA made me feel like I have a place in this diverse community.Â 

When I was new, I was afraid the teaching style might not suit me. I soon realized that SPAâ€™s teaching style and curriculum taught 
worked exceedingly well for me. At SPA, I have learned to organize my time regarding assignments, extracurricular activities, and my 
personal life. SPA has prepared me for college in ways that I have not seen at other schools. At the Contra Costa School of Performing 
Arts, I have learned valuable life skills that will last me a lifetime.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Sarah Davidson



Date : 10/1/2020 7:37:31 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal 
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/18/2020 7:11:33 PM
From : "Caroline Ortiz" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey:

My name is Caroline Ortiz and I am the parent of a student in 12th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My son began attending SPA as a sophomore after experiencing an emotionally disasterous year at a local public high school.  My son came to SPA a
shell of the child that he had been.  

One of the first things both he and I noticed at the school was that he was actually seen - really seen - as an individual by his teachers and the staff.  He
was acknowledged, encouraged, and supported.  Little victories were noted and shared with him, as well as with me.  He started to come out of his shell
and regain some of his confidence.  During his junior year, he had grown enough to take on a significant role in the school play, acted with confidence,
humor, and joy. What a gift.  This growth has continued on into his senior year, for which I cannot express enough gratitude.

SPA encourages, demands, supports, and celebrates its students.  it welcomes parent input and has strong teacher/staff-parent communication.  It is
an extraordinary educational setting and fully commits to educating the whole child.

I ask that you vote yes on the SPA petition for a five-year charter renewal.  

Sincerely

Caroline Ortiz



Date : 10/16/2020 1:37:56 PM
From : "Ella Gower" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Fwd: Letter of Support for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Ella Gower <ekgower@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 16, 2020 at 1:33 PM
Subject: Letter of Support for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
To: <vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, Mike Maxwell
<mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us>

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 
Re: Letter of Support for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Â 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,Â Â 
Â 
It is my pleasure to write in support of the renewal of Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (â€œSPAâ€).Â 
Â 
Over the years I have seen firsthand the dedication of the SPA staff and teachers who have worked tirelessly to create an environment that fosters a sense of belonging
and increased engagement for SPA students.Â  While I could discuss SPAâ€™s many positive attributes, which include its commitment to diversity, its arts integration
approach to teaching, its personalized and project-based learning philosophy, and its amazing production and design, dance, instrumental music, theater, and vocal
performance departments, I would like to take a more recent example to show what I think sets SPA apart and how it really does create a â€œfamilyâ€ for its students,
teachers and staff.
Â 
As we are all aware, in March of this year schools were faced with the daunting task of pivoting to distance learning.Â  While this was (and remains) a challenge for many
schools, the SPA staff and teachers rose to the occasion (after all, the show must go on!).Â  SPA is a family and at all times, particularly during difficult times, family
supports one another.Â  SPAâ€™s digital classrooms became what in-room classes had been for the SPA family- a place where learning is dynamic, where students all
contribute to building a safe space for everyone, across their diverse and often intersectional identities, and where everyone can be brave in the process of learning from
teachers and learning from peers.Â SPA also created an Advisory Lab for its 2020 school year, a student community space, where each Advisory Leader serves as a
source of support and guidance, both academically and personally. Each week, the Advisory Lab Group helps to build skills in mindfulness, student success practices,
teamwork, communications, and helps students take ownership of their learning.
Â 
Simply stated, even during these uncertain and challenging times, SPA is making a difference for its students, staff, teachers, and its community.Â 
Â 
I strongly support SPAâ€™s continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.
Â 
Thank you,
Ella Gower

mailto:ekgower@gmail.com
mailto:vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us


Date : 10/16/2020 1:09:45 PM
From : "Janet Gower" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Letter of Support for CC School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 

October 16, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
Â 
My name is Janet Gower, and I was in education for over twenty-five years having taught at Mount Diablo Adult Education, Ygnacio Valley
High School and Los Medanos College.Â  In the 2001-2002 school year I was named Contra Costa County teacher of the year and in
2002, California State Teacher of the Year.Â  Of the many hats I wore as an educator, the work I did in developing and teaching in the
Health Science Academy Program at Ygnacio Valley High School is what I am most proud of and is why I write to you today.Â  Programs
like the Health Science Academy, which provide students curriculum that is directly relevant to their studies, should be an educational
opportunity afforded to all studentsâ€”the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (â€œCCSPAâ€) does just this by providing students
who are interested in dance, instrumental music, production and design, theater, or vocal music a distinguished, pre-professional
experience in performing arts within a college and career preparatory setting.
Â 
CCSPA gives students real-world experience for their post-secondary education and/or career.Â  The integrated curriculum allows
students to see the connection between course material and their chosen interest.Â  This approach fosters a culture wherein students
are inspired to excel at their studies and their chosen craft (dance, instrumental music, production and design, theater, or vocal
music).Â  The success of CCSPAâ€™s approach can be seen in the outstanding CCSPA performances.Â  Programs like CCSPA
which afford students real life experience in areas that students are interested in is what education should be focused on.
Â 
As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an
asset to this community, and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you for
your support.
Â 
Sincerely,
Â 
Â 
Janet Gower R.N.
California Teacher of the Year 2002
California Department of Education HOSA ConsultantÂ 



Date : 10/16/2020 12:39:49 PM
From : "Shira Barnir" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Imackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Shira Barnir and I am a student in 12th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.Â 

As it is my last year at SPA, I am very confident in saying that this school has changed my life for the better. Before I came to SPA I was
extremely shy, I never spoke up, and I was not confident in my academics. But when I came to the school inÂ the 8th grade, I never knew that I
could form such strong connections with the people around me and the academics. I feel that SPA has helped me become a stronger person,Â an
understandingÂ leader, and someone passionate about the arts. I constantly felt supported by the staff and the students when we worked on
afterschool productions and that has helped me and prepared me to apply to various art colleges. Without SPA, I would have never learned to
present presentations to my classes, become a public speaker at events with families and students,Â become president of Production and design
council, and realize that my future belongs in the arts. I hope that every student after me has the same experience asÂ I do.Â 
.
As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide your strong support by
voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.
Sincerely,Â 
Shira Barnir
12th Grade
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/16/2020 10:43:32 AM
From : "Jamie Melendrez" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : A Letter to the Board of Education
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/16/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Jamie Lynn Melendrez and I am a graduate of Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA has given me plenty of wonderful opportunities to hone my skills as an artist, as well build long lasting connections with others. I 
was given the chance to perform at the Lesher Center for the Arts which not only gave me experience of what it is like to perform 
professionally, but it also left me a memory that I always look back fondly to. I am grateful for SPAâ€™s support for my talents over my 
four years of being there, and I hope that SPA continues to give opportunities that it gave me to more students to come.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school's future. I ask that you please continue to provide your strong 
support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Jamie Lynn Melendrez



Date : 10/15/2020 10:29:16 PM
From : "Nicole Martin" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CocoSpa Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 15, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

We are Nicole and Ed Martin and we are the parents of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Our daughter has always been a straight A student, but her success in school hides her struggles with anxiety and OCD.Â  At her 
previous schools, she was extremely stressed and the staff didnâ€™t know how to help a student that was already doing well 
academically.Â  At SPA, the project based and personalized learning provides the students visibility into whatâ€™s coming up as well as 
flexibility to figure out for themselves when they can fit work into their schedules. These differences from a traditional curriculum, along 
with the excellent mental health support staff, have resulted in reduced anxiety and increased executive functioning skills.Â  We 
especially love the teachersâ€™ efforts to collaborate and assign integrated projects across disciplines.Â Â 

The arts program has given her both an outlet to get away from academic pressures as well as a common interest to share with her 
new friends.Â  We can see that belonging to a major will provide camaraderie and consistency through the middle and high school 
years. Itâ€™s also amazing how her drawing has improved in such a short time, along with her confidence in her abilities.

The administration, teachers, and staff have done an amazing job to switch to distance learning and are truly dedicated to doing 
whatâ€™s best for the students.Â  We were already impressed last year, but this year they have really stepped up to find ways to 
support the kids during these tough times. Dr. C. has been a fantastic communicator and respectful of both parentsâ€™ and 
studentsâ€™ concerns with hybrid and distance learning.Â  We appreciate the schoolâ€™s ability to cater to a diverse population and 
encourage a sense of community despite the distance.Â Â 

Overall, our daughter is getting a great education from caring people who are helping her not just to learn, but also to grow. Weâ€™re so 
thankful to have a school in our area that is making a new educational approach work well for kids who need something a bit different 
than a traditional school. Soon after starting 6th grade at SPA, my daughter gave me a hug and thanked me for finding such a great 
school that is a perfect fit for her.Â  She told me that she loved going to school every day and was almost crying from happiness and 
relief.Â  What more can a parent ask for?

As our County Board of Education, we ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. We ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Nicole & Ed Martin



Date : 10/15/2020 1:40:53 PM
From : "Julie Dees" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Your continued support of Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education 
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 15, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. My name is Julie Dees and I am the parent of a Theater student in 10th grade at
the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Three hours a day.

That’s how much time our family spends in the car commuting back and forth daily to SPA. Well, at least we did back in pre-
Covid, remote-learning days.

The truth is, we would happily commute farther just to attend SPA.

That’s how vital this program is to our family.

You see, SPA is an incredibly special place. It’s a place where students can feed their passions and gain conservatory-level
skills. A place where these creative kids feel seen, heard and, most-importantly, accepted. A place where content mastery is
stressed and stringent academic standards are set and met.

SPA is a “home away from home” according to our daughter, Gabrielle. The teachers and students: her “adopted family.”

How many teens do you know would say that about their school?

I wish you could see the dramatic (pun intended) impact that the SPA community has made on our daughter and her fellow
classmates. Under the tutelage of her arts teachers, Gabrielle’s skills and techniques have been honed, classically trained, and
fostered. She’s been able to apply the unique skill sets she’s learned at SPA to auditions and performances on community
theater stages. With her passions nurtured, Gabrielle can better focus on her academics and content mastery. As a parent, I’m
especially thankful that SPA does an impressive job of connecting all academics to real world lessons.

Beyond academics and arts, SPA also instills independence, courage, resilience, and professionalism.

Thanks to these three pillars (academics, arts, and character-building), my husband and I know that when Gabrielle graduates,
she will be armed with the knowledge, the confidence, and the collegiate-level mindset she will need to thrive.

Thank you to your board for having the foresight five years ago to approve this charter.

You obviously understand how crucial the arts are in a society. You recognize the need for young minds to be able to explore
their passions and interests, be it through arts, academics or sports. And you created a rare gem in your district that will continue
to draw families like ours from other districts, towns, and counties throughout the Bay Area.

Families like ours who are willing to drive the extra mile (or 45) in Bay Area traffic, just for the opportunity SPA provides.

Your approval for another five years will provide a sanctuary for performing arts kids, who all too often struggle and fail in a
standard middle and high school setting.

But, that’s not all your vote will do.  

Your renewal vote also creates a launching pad. As SPA graduates begin to grace the stage, screen, music chambers, galleries
and studios, they will credit their success to Contra Costa County School District and SPA giving them their first shot.

And, like Hamilton, these kids will not throw away their shot.

Thank you for being a champion for the arts and for our students.



As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in
our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-
year charter renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Julie Dees



Date : 10/15/2020 10:39:53 AM
From : "Stephanie Scales" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Stephanie Scales" 
Subject : COCOSPA Charter Renewal

Contra Costa County Board of Education

Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools

Contra Costa County Office of Education

77 Santa Barbara Rd

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

 

 

October 15, 2020

 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees,and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Stephanie Scales and I am a parentof two students in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Both my daughters are interested in the artsand when the opportunity came up to attend Contra Costa School of Performing
Artswe jumped at it.  This is a very specialschool which gives young people the opportunity to intensely focus on theirartistic
dreams while receiving a rigorous academic education as well.  I see one daughter practicing monologues andthe other prolifically
sketching in her sketchbook well past bedtime, theydon’t need any prompting to do their work; they love it.  They also really took
to the on-linelearning, Summit Learning has been easy for them to follow and keep up on theiracademic work.

As our County Board of Education, I ask foryour partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more childrenin our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make thathappen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year
charter renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask thatyou please continue to provide the school your strong support.

 

Sincerely,

 

Stephanie Scales



Date : 10/15/2020 9:02:25 AM
From : "patrick tulipano" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA renewal
Contra Costa County Board of EducationContraÂ 
Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 9452310-15-2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Patrick TulipanoÂ and I am theÂ parentÂ of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Since starting the 6th grade here he has been more excited, engaged and focused than in his previous school.Â  Heâ€™s much more
proactive to stay on top of assignments and get his work done on time instead of waiting till the last minute. He has also been focusing
even more time and energy into his piano playing and music studies which is why he really wanted to come to this school.Â  He actually
tells us willingly about what happens at school this year instead of us working really hard to coax a single word answer from him list
previous years.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal.Â SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Patrick



Date : 10/14/2020 9:30:38 PM
From : "Clair" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoek12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA renewal 

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 14, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Clair Boomer I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

It is Wes’ first year and as unusual as this year has been for all of us, his experience at SPA has been amazing. The online platform is
so much better planned out than he had at his previous school. The teachers are very supportive and provide extra one on one time. My
son loves music and plays piano and guitar. He is so happy to be able to play music at school (through zoom). Each student is assigned
an advisor so anytime he has a question about an assignment or technical issues throughout the day, he can easily contact her and she
responds immediately. It really helps him feel connected and supported through distance learning. We feel so grateful to have a school
like this in our community. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely, 

Clair Boomer 



Date : 10/14/2020 7:11:32 PM
From : "Nyssa Martin" 
To : "vchaves@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 

Charter RenewalÂ 
Hi, my name is Nyssa Martin and I am a seventh grade student at Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. I believe SPA is an important, 
impactful, and inspiring part of our public education system in our community and am asking for the County Board of Education to vote 
YES on the SPA charter renewal.

SPA is like no other school. The administration and teachers are so accepting of who you are, and push you to do your best.Â 

SPA is the BEST school I have ever been to. They teach you how the real world works, so we get projects far ahead of time so we have 
to plan out when we are going to do our work. We also have some things that are due the next day after we get them, so it is the perfect 
balance to learn how to organize your work.

Not to mention the arts. ALL of the art teachers know what theyâ€™re doing, and I have seen improvement in my art SO much! This 
really is the best school ever.

When I first started at SPA, I was excited, but also a little worried because some online reviews said this was a bad school, but those 
reviews were soooooo wrong. The teachers have a very good style of teaching, and I realized I actually knew more things than my 
friends at other schools!Â 

I feel like I learned so much last year, but also very happy about how SPA dealt with the pandemic. They held meetings every week 
where parents and students could come to give input about what to do for learning this year. I went to a couple of the meetings, and I 
have to say, it was very organized. We could ask questions and give suggestions on Jamboard which was very handy.

One more thing - our principal is so awesome that I have to have a whole paragraph for him. DR. C. IS SO AWESOME!!! He listens to 
what everyone has to say, and is very calm and nice. He is at every possible all school meeting that he can go to for the school. For 
Hispanic and Latinx month, he even gave a class on how to make empanadas! How awesome is that?! And the best thing about the 
empanada class is that he gave the empanadas he made to the students who organized the empanada class! When I ended up making 
the empanadas, they were the best empanadas I have ever had. Dr. C. has done so many great things, but for some reason, the 
empanadas really stood out for me. He literally spent hours making empanadas, making a video on how to make them, and gave the 
empanadas away! To me, that is COMMITMENT to the school!

I could write for hours about how great this school is, and probably even write a book about great things about SPA. The list is endless!

Please vote YES on the SPA charter renewal! :)

Thanks,
Nyssa Martin



Date : 10/14/2020 6:26:09 PM
From : "Miracle Shoes" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter school renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 13, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Almira Shoemaker and I am  the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

This is our first year at the SPA and I must say it has been an amazing experience for both my daughter and I. We chose this school 
because it was highly recommended by a teacher where my daughter went to school in Elementary.  I have attended majority of the 
virtual meetings with Dr. Robert Chalwell before school started and I was very impressed on how thorough the information were 
presented, not to mention the support, empathy, compassion, and understanding Dr. Chalwell has to the families during this pandemic 
has been admirable.

With distant learning being a challenge for everyone, the school provided all the resources  for my daughter to be able to  cope with the 
everyday challenges and become successful in navigating distant learning. All the 6th grade teachers had been nothing but supportive, 
caring, understanding, always ready to help all students, and super positive. My daughter actually said she loves her school, her 
teachers and really looking forward to seeing everyone in person. She gained a certain amount of confidence in herself because 
everyday her teachers are super positive, encouraging, and supportive. She is also very excited to spend all her school years at the 
SPA. We are very grateful to have chosen SPA for our daughter. We have nothing but great experiences from the time we took our first 
tour to the school until now. It has been 3 months of distant learning , no matter how challenging it is, SPA teachers and the rest of the 
staff just continue to deliver excellence in education both academics and mental well being. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote YES on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support

Sincerely,

Almira Shoemaker



Date : 9/30/2020 6:26:52 PM
From : umka.ca@mail.ru
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "gm@mylocaldirectory.com" 
Subject : SPA's renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
 
 
September 30, 2020
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
 
My name is Valentina Lopez and I am the mother of a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
 
SPA is a dream school for my son where he grows academically and artistically. Danny is a great kid with goals and SPA helps him to
achieve them. For me as a parent academics are very important and for my son his theater education is important, here at his school he
gets both without sacrifices. Last year he got a Director Award that made him beyond happy and put an idea that anything is possible.
SPA has the most wonderful teachers, they are true talents at what they do. Danny gets all support he needs in learning and shows very
good results. In fact, he surprises me a lot with knowledge he gets at school and different ways of thinking. I think school created the
best distant learning experience, Danny shows me dances he learns over video lessons, looking forward to his classes and gets out
excited. He is always on time with homework and his teachers say he is very pleasant to work with. This is because of the environment
school has and every student deserves to be in supportive place like SPA.
 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal.
 
SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valentina Lopez, MEd
925 293 6487
 
 
 
 



Date : 10/14/2020 11:42:25 AM
From : "Julia Marie" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CoCoSPA Endorsement letter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October, 13th, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Julia Little and I am a class of 2020 graduate from the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

To put it quite simply, being a SPA student changed my life. If I didnâ€™t make the decision to go to SPA in 2016, I donâ€™t know 
where Iâ€™d be right now and I am forever grateful for the existence of this school. I have always been an artistically driven student and I 
have known for a very long time that I wanted to go into a career in the arts however, I donâ€™t feel like that dream was supported in the 
public school system. As a student in their freshman year of college, I can proudly say that SPAâ€™s learning platform and the core 
values that they instill in their kids is a recipe for success in higher education. The idea of project based learning gave me skills in time 
management and organization that I didnâ€™t even realize I was learning at the time and the discussions we had in classes were 
relevant and at a level that I feel prepared me to better understand and participate in college level discussions now. I can also speak on 
behalf of CoCoSPAâ€™s arts program and say that it is some of the best and most accessible training you can get in Contra Costa 
County for kids and young adults. I now attend SUNY Purchase where I am working towards a BFA in Theatre Design/Technology which 
is a rigorous, selective, and conservatory style program. Not only did SPA readily prepare me with the skills and experiences to be 
accepted into this program, but I was able to jump in and keep up with the pace things were being taught at because of the arts 
education I received at SPA. This is a school and community that truly cares about every student who walks their doors. So many kids 
aspire to be artists later in life but most end up not pursuing it due to lack of support from their family and schools growing up. Having 
this school in our community is a huge deal for those kids who are passionate about the arts because SPA is creating a new generation 
of aspiring artists who are going to change the world.Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on this school and their future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Julia Little



Date : 10/14/2020 11:41:51 AM
From : "Leticia Becerra-Ramos" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : SPA endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October, 14, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Leticia Becerra-Ramos and I am the school counselor at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

I am writing to talk about how important SPA has been for both the students and families I work with. SPA is unique because it gives 
students, from all walks of life, an opportunity to develop their voice. It allows students to be themselves and be proud of who they are, 
regardless of what the world outside our doors might tell them. They are equipped with the necessary tools to become resilient and face 
adversity as it comes.Â 

One of the most proudest moments has been working with a student who transferred to our school as a sophomore during my 
first year at SPA. This student felt that he was just another face amongst the crowd, and found it hard to feel motivated to do well in 
school. After a semester at SPA, we implemented a few accommodations. The student began to set goals for himself and shortly began 
to meet them. He was able to pass our highest math class, a course that he thought he would never pass â€œin a million years.â€ A 
couple of weeks ago, we had a meeting with his parents. Both him and his mother wore the biggest smile on their faces. His mother 
expressed that his journey at SPA had finally come full circle. â€œI cannot express this enough,â€ she told us â€œSPA has been so 
great for my son.â€ When asked about what he thought had helped the most, the student expressed that he knew he had what it took to 
graduate because adults in this school believed in him and were always willing to meet him where he was at. Seeing him walk across 
the stage come June will be a priceless experience. This young manâ€™s story is but one of many. At SPA, we give every student the 
opportunity to feel successful, to feel important, to be heard and to be seen. SPA takes pride in giving students agency and views them 
as the most important stakeholders in their educational journey.

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,

Leticia Becerra-Ramos

-- 
Leticia Becerra-Ramos
School CounselorÂ 
Contra Costa School of Performing ArtsÂ 
cocospa.orgÂ 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any accompanying documents contain information belonging to the sender
which may beÂ confidentialÂ and legally privileged. This information is only for the use of the individual or entity to which it was
intended

http://cocospa.org


Date : 10/19/2020 3:15:21 PM
From : "Fatemeh B" 
To : "Vikki Chavez" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Re: Vote YES for our SPA Charter Renewal
Thank you for your kind response Vikki!Â 

Yes, it's been tough, but we're taking it one day at a time. It was actually through the schools advisory teacher (set up to provide extra support for the kids) where I
learned about the emotional toll this was taking on Yasamin, my daughter. She puts on a strong face, but felt safe enough to share with her advisor how sad she is
about not being "IN" school.Â 

We're focused on safety first, but look forward to the day when the kids can be together.

Take care!
Fatemeh

On Mon, Oct 19, 2020 at 2:43 PM Vikki Chavez <VChavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us> wrote:

Thank you! It had to be difficult, especially with distance education for a start!

Vikki Ohanis Chavez
Contra Costa County Board of Education/area 3
Pronouns: she-her

From: Fatemeh B <fabpsyd@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 1:49 PM
To: Vikki Chavez <VChavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; Annette Lewis <ALewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; Fatima Alleyne <FAlleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; Sarah
Butler <SButler@cccoe.k12.ca.us>; Mike Maxwell <MMaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us>
Cc: charter.renewal@cocospa.org <charter.renewal@cocospa.org>
Subject: Vote YES for our SPA Charter Renewal
Â 
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees,
 and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is
Fatemeh
and I am the parent of
a student in 6th
 grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.Â Â 

I want to let you know how important and special the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts is to my 
daughter and I, because we specifically moved from Napa to Contra Costa County for this unique program.
 I learned about this school in early 2019, and since that time did my research, made several visits alone and 
with my daughter, and applied to the school in hopes that my daughter would benefit not only from the 
performing arts training but also the academic
 rigor that is expected from the students. 

We have lived in this county for 3 months, and despite all the challenges that a big move
 brings up, beginning middle school and learning with the CoCoSPA faculty and student body has been an 
amazing experience for my daughter. She is excited to engage with her teachers, who are kind and 
compassionate human beings. She has made virtual friends,
 which is something given it's middle school and making friends at this age is so hard. And, overall, she can 
NOT wait to be able to get to school in person and enjoy all the benefits of this artistic, collaborative and 
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engaging community in full force.Â 
Â 
As
 our County Board of Education, I want to encourage your collaborations and partnership so that SPA can 
continue providing my child and more children in our community a high-quality education. We need your help 
to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA
 petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA
 has been a beacon of light for my daughter and her artistic passion for this world, and the school, 
administration and faculty are an asset to our community. I thank you in advance, and hope you all continue 
providing the school your strongest support.

Sincerely,

Fatemeh Bani-Taba, PsyD
Clinical Psychologist / Mediator / Parent
(not specifically in this orderÂ ðŸ˜†Â )

Confidentiality Notice: This email and any files attached may contain confidential information that is legally privileged. If you are not the intended
recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please destroy the
original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner.



Date : 10/14/2020 8:59:58 AM
From : "Kylie Yabut" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : CoCoSPA Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 13, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kylie Yabut and I am a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

This is my first year at SPA and I already love this school so much! I am very grateful to be in this school because all of the teachers are 
very understanding, supportive, positive, and compassionate. Even though I am in distant learning I feel happy to be in this school. All of 
the teachers really want all of the students to succeed. This school gave me confidence in myself because everyone is very supportive 
of my education and well being.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future. I ask that you please continue to provide your 
strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Kylie Yabut



Date : 10/18/2020 8:24:24 PM
From : "Avariella Duran" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CoCoSPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 18, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Avariella Duran and I am an 11th gradeÂ Drama student attending the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Going to the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts has developed my abilities as an artist and a student. The arts classes provided to students
help encourage us to forward our skills and continue our artistic growth. I have made countless memories during my time at SPA and I can safely
say that choosing to attend has changed me for the better. 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â I ask that you please continue to provide your strong
support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Avariella DuranÂ 



Date : 10/12/2020 3:36:58 PM
From : "Ty Lawson" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : A Parent's Perspective on Renewing the Charter for Contra Costa School for Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 12, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ty Lawson and I am the father of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
Â 
My daughter had been struggling in multiple elementary and middle schools until we found the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
(SPA).Â  Not only is the environment conducive to her learning style, it also has helped close several development and learning gaps that
has prevented her ability to learn in the past.Â  Both the curriculum and the instruction have been instrumental in her being able to build
her confidence and feel like she is smart.Â  During her first year at SPA last year, which was cut short by Covid, I never heard her say I
hate or cannot do math.Â  While it will always be a struggle and something she will always need to work harder at than most, she found
comfort in how the teachers adapted to her needs and found other students who were working through some of the same issues so she
didnâ€™t feel alienated.

Â 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote YES on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Â 
Â 
Ty Lawson
Walnut Creek, CA



Date : 10/8/2020 2:46:55 PM
From : "Mikayla Thomas-Turner" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
October 8, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Mikayla Thomas-Turner and I am a student in 10th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

       SPA has changed my entire outlook on school. I transferred to SPA in 7th grade. Before that, I always dreaded going to school. It was my least 
favorite thing. I had to go and learn and be around people that I didn't like. Things shifted when I started here. I got excited about school. I no longer 
woke up with a stomach ache caused by anxiety each money. I woke up excited to go to theatre class, excited to learn core subjects, and, for the first 
time, excited to see my friends. Honestly, it was one of the first places I had real friends. People finally understood me and what I love. The teachers 
were so welcoming and actually got me excited to learn with different projects that sparked my interest. For example, writing a script about feudalism, 
creating a music video about a science concept, and so much more. 
       I have also developed strong leadership skills. I started in SPA's leadership organization in 8th grade. I worked in the student activities committee, 
planning school dances, and different events geared towards students. I did this through 9th grade and I had the time of my life. I always looked 
forward to going to do work and going to set up different events. It also gave me the chance to work with older students and create new SPA 
traditions. I was part of the group that planned SPA's first-ever homecoming and it was amazing. Now, as a 10th grader, I am on the board of 
leadership directors. I am the director of fundraising and community outreach. I get to work with students, both younger and older, on different events 
and different projects. It's helped me and is still helping me develop planning skills and time management skills that I didn't have before. 
       Finally, I also get to do theatre. Something I love dearly. Before SPA, I had been in a few after school shows but I had never been in a pre-
professional level show. When I came to SPA, I immediately started training. Writing plays, acting in scenes, performing monologues, learning audition 
technique, and being in shows. The shows here are treated in a very professional fashion. You have to audition to get in, there's a rigorous rehearsal 
schedule, and you have to work as an ensemble. They treat it like it's a professional show and we have to work just as hard. I think it's been very 
helpful in preparing me for the real theatre world. 
       From the time I started at SPA, I haven't missed a single show put on by the theatre department. I have been in every show I was eligible to 
audition for. These shows include The Crucible, The Secret Garden, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Footloose, Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile, and I was cast in Into the Woods. Unfortunately, our production of Into the Woods was canceled. These shows have taught me so much. As 
an ensemble member in The Crucible, I learned from older high school students by watching them and being an understudy. As Guildenstern in 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, I learned how to do in-depth research about a character and a play. I also learned how hard it is to 
constantly be on stage and how to push through difficulties on stage. As Rusty in Footloose, I learned how to create stamina for a dance-based show 
and how to work as an ensemble with people of many different strengths and weaknesses. As Schmendiman in Picasso at the Lapin Agile, I learned 
how to push myself to meet the standard of actors who had more training and experience than myself. Finally, as Cinderella in Into the Woods, I 
learned how to push through, even in the most dire circumstances such as covid-19. I have also learned to love myself through these shows. Being 
cast as people with love interests and smarts as a person who isn't considered a "classic beauty" has thoroughly boosted my self-confidence and my 
confidence in the world as it continues to grow. 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â I ask that you please continue to provide your strong 
support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Mikayla Thomas-Turner
She/Her
10th Grade
COCOSPA
â€œNever say goodbye because goodbye means going away and going away means forgetting.â€ - Peter Pan
Â 



Date : 10/8/2020 1:19:08 PM
From : "Kristina D'Amico" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : COCOSPA - Charter Renewal
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kristina D'Amico and I am a Math Teacher at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Over the last three years I have had the pleasure of teaching a large population of this school and I can honestly say that the students at SPA are
one of a kind. These students are talented, passionate and driven. It is something truly special to be able to see your math student, shy and
seemingly lacking confidence take the stage and steal every scene or capture the audience in a dance solo.Â 

Teaching math often means students are not excited to come to your class. However, I can connect with students through theirÂ arts to
separateÂ classÂ from teacher. I am able to build theirÂ confidence in math through the arts, through my support, and through sharing my
struggles with the subject. This school has attracted passionate teachers who go above and beyond to give students the best education.

This community needs a school devoted to the arts. As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public
education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our
charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Kristina D'Amico (she/her)
Math Teacher
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/8/2020 12:38:09 PM
From : "Heather Vega" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Fwd: In support of SPA's charter renewal

Begin forwarded message:
From: Heather Vega <vegaheatherm@gmail.com>

Date: October 8, 2020 at 11:35:30 AM PDT
To: falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us, sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us, vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us, mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us,
alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us
Cc: charter.renewals@cocospa.org
Subject: In support of SPA's charter renewal

Good afternoon Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Heather Vega. I'm a proud board member of the ChartHouse Board of Trustees which oversees the
Contra Costa School of the Performing Arts, which we lovingly call SPA. I'm writing today to ask you to support
SPA's renewal and grant us 5 more years. 

As a former education reporter, a communications professional supporting education-focused organizations and a local
mom, I'm privileged to work with many schools across the nation. SPA is unique in both its mission and its success. We
are focused on ensuring students can explore their artistic selves while also gaining the practical knowledge needed for
academic success. 

The deliberate and thoughtful infusion of creativity in everything SPA does has been a bright spot particularly this year.
This commitment has created opportunities to bring our community together even when we are physically apart. We
saw the community's strength when we teachers come together to create a drive-in graduation. We see students
stepping up to create and celebrate one another by reinventing spirit weeks, checking in on one another, and bravely
raising their hand when they need something. And our parents are supporting the students but also one another through
weekly meetings where we're exploring our ever-changing reality together. 

SPA truly is a unique, caring and special school that deserves to continue to serve creative young minds for years to
come. 

As a Concord voter, I rely on your board to ensure our public schools are strong and our students are best served. I
respectfully ask that you support SPA and ensure Contra Costa students continue to have access to this amazingly
unique school. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Best, 
Heather Vega 



Date : 10/8/2020 11:52:47 AM
From : "Cheryl Long" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Renewal Endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 9, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Cheryl Long and I am a retired employee of Mt. Diablo Unified School District.

Years ago, I worked with Tom Wills at Clayton Valley High School.  He had the foresight of the ClaytonArts Academy.  He explained to
me that students learn in different ways.  Being able to follow a student’s passion and align with the curriculum is amazing.  

I met Neil McChesney when he was a drama student of Tom Wills.  Tom mentored Neil and instilled the vision of a unique School of
Performing Arts.  I have been on the campus a number of times and am impressed with the students, teachers and overall positive
energy.  The SPA enhances a valuable educational asset for our community

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.  Clearly, SPA is an
asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.  Thank you for
your support.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Long
College Advisor (Retired)

2110 Cactus Court. #4
Walnut Creek, CA 



Date : 10/8/2020 10:37:12 AM
From : kenj2009@gmail.com
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Endorsement
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
 
My name is Ken Jacobs and I am the parent of a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
 
This is my son’s first year at COCOSPA. Previously, he was at Foothill Middle School and he was having trouble fitting in and was falling behind
in the curriculum, as sometimes more artsy kids can.  Since enrolling in COCOSPA, even with the Coronavirus keeping the kids in distance
learning, the difference we’ve seen is tremendous. The teachers and communication have been wonderful. The time they spend with their
advisory one-on-one sessions with kids and parents makes such a huge impact.  The communication has made it much easier for us to be aware
of what our son should be working on and helps us to keep him on track.  We see the difference in our son’s attitude and progress. We can also
tell that the diverse makeup of the students here, with kids like my son are making him feel more confident and outgoing. We are incredibly
happy that this school exists and that we’ve been able to enroll him here.
 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a
high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. SPA is an
asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Jacobs
3115 Naranja Dr.
Walnut Creek
925-280-1867



Date : 10/7/2020 9:09:08 PM
From : "Keri Turner" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Fwd: Charter Renewal Endorsement-Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Forwarding my endorsement letter as I missed a letter in your email in my original sent email.
Best,
Keri

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Keri Turner <keriturner79@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Oct 7, 2020 at 9:07 PM
Subject: Charter Renewal Endorsement-Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
To: <vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us>,
<mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us>, <lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us>
Cc: <charter.renewal@cocspa.org>

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 7, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Keri Turner and I am the parent of a student in10th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter began as Contra Costa School of Performing Arts when she was in 7th grade.  On her own, she sought out a school that 
she felt would fit her passions and personality in a more suitable way than the public school which she was attending at the time.  
Almost immediately after beginning school at SPA, she was more vibrant and excited about going to school.  She had found "her 
people," the people that accepted her and she felt truly understood her.  This wasn't only her peers, but the administration and teachers.  
When she has struggled, she has had the close support of administration providing her an ear to listen and help her along the way.   
When she wants to be challenged more, the administration help her to create a schedule that feels exciting for her and pushes her to 
where she'd like to be.  My daughter has been able to learn, engage, and perform her art in a way that wouldn't have been possible 
elsewhere.  We are in our 4th year at SPA and she continues to feel the same.  As a parent, I couldn't ask for more.  My child is excited 
to go to school, and she has grown socially while expanding her theatre repertoire exponentially alongside thriving academically.  I am so 
grateful that she sought out this space, and I look forward to her continuing her education with individuals who have helped shape both 
her current and future self.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Keri Turner
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Date : 10/7/2020 5:59:08 PM
From : "Deborah Padberg" 
To : "Charter Renewal" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Oct. 7, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Deborah Padberg and I am the parent of a student in 11th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. I am also the
Chairperson of Charthouse Public School Board. I have Masters in Education and am the Director of Philantropy for an International child focused
humanitarian organization, World Vision.Â 

We are a founding family and have seen the school grow and start to realize its vision over the last 4 years. Our daughter was drawn to the school
for a focus on dance, after researching the school, I was drawn to the vision of project based learning and mastery of learning. We stay at the
school because of the learning platform, the relationship with teachers and administration, and the opportunities to grow in leadership.Â 

We know that when children are given choices it empowers them and being able to choose an arts school has been very empowering for our
daughter. Our daughter chose to go to SPA, she takes every advantage that has been offered to her at the school. She has chosen to participate in
Leaderhsip, she has chosen to be a mentor to younger students and she has chosen to challenge herself academically. These choices have been
hers and as a parent that values education, it is a joy to watch.

We have watched our daughter blossom into a leader as she has been encouraged to plan, coordinate and direct student activities. We have
watched her take accountable for her learning by watching her be taught how to advocate for herself and communicate directly with teachers and
administrators. We have watched her struggle with disappointment and celebrated as she discovered new talents in science and math.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a
high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Deborah Padberg



Date : 10/7/2020 4:11:19 PM
From : "Rachel Lopez" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 7, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Rachel Lopez and I am the Director of Instrumental Music at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

The past 6 years Iâ€™ve been a public school teacher for instrumental music. When I discovered SPA I knew that it would be a place I 
could call home. In the public school system, the arts tend to be underfunded and underappreciated given their vast influence on our 
lives and the positive impact the arts offer to not only education but to our very core as human beings. SPA puts an emphasis on arts 
integrated instructions and allows a unique avenue for students to learn. Although Iâ€™m new to SPA this year, I have already felt so 
inspired by the staff and administration at the school. I canâ€™t wait to see what the next years hold for SPA!Â 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,
-- 
Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â Rachel Lopez
Â  Â  Â  Instrumental Music DirectorÂ 
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â  Â 



Date : 10/7/2020 9:20:11 AM
From : "Heather Glickman" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : CocoSPA Endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/7/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Heather Glickman and I am the School Psychologist at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

As a new-to-SPA staff member having worked in public schools the past three years, I have been delighted to find, through counseling and direct work 
with students, a school that fills a niche which Contra Costa County would otherwise be sorely missing.Â Â 

SPA is a school community unlike any I have worked at.Â  The combined focus on academics and the arts is a gem in the county, and the teaching staff, 
who demonstrate a genuine passion for teaching and love for their students, has been uplifting (and all this in distance learning, as I have not yet had the 
privilege to see this community run in its full glory in the pre and post-Covid eras).Â  So many students have opened up to me about their struggles with 
staff, friends, learning and lack of compassion and respect at their previous school, which lead to their search for a better fit and ultimate landing at 
SPA.Â  What they have found here is a safe space to learn, perform and grow as unique and respected individuals.Â  CocoSPA is dedicated to equity and 
inclusion and the make-up of students is rich and diverse.Â  I am so pleased to have found SPA and thrilled for the continued promise it will make to the 
community, its staff, and most importantly the students we serve.Â Â Â Â 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an important part of 
the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your support.

Best,
Heather Glickman
School Psychologist
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Google Voice: (925) 222-5753
heather.glickman@cocospa.org
www.cocospa.org

mailto:heather.glickman@cocospa.org
http://www.cocospa.org


Date : 10/6/2020 8:52:08 PM
From : "Conni Dimidjian" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "Gilbert Dimidjian" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal Endorsement
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 6. 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Constance Dimidjian and I am the parent of a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Our daughter, Olivia Dimidjian, has found a real community of artists dedicated to their craft and to building a better world at CoCoSPA.  
This artist-scholar community is committed to social justice and to making an impact to leads to change. Rather than simply being 
preoccupied with normal teenage dilemmas, this group of students is also diving in to discussions on injustice as part of normal 
conversation. Despite the challenges of distance learning, the school administration has been responsive and supportive. They 
understand that we are raising our children to be good citizens of this world who persist despite challenges and whose success is not 
measured in productivity or income, but rather in how much they follow their dreams and make a difference in the world with their 
passion and talent. 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Constance and Gilbert Dimidjian



Date : 10/6/2020 3:56:34 PM
From : "Kevin Wilk" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : SPA Charter Renewal
Dear Superintendent Mackay and Board Members Chavez, Lewis, Alleyne, Butler and Maxwell,  

For the last few years, I have had the pleasure of watching the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts grow into a terrific educational
facility, along with their specialization in the performing arts.  

As I understand it, the school is up for its charter renewal, along with a review of their programs, achievements and goals for the
future.  I have had the opportunity to tour the school as well as watch some of their programs in the past year (pre-Covid). To say I
was impressed would be an understatement. During my tour, I saw their academic classes were skillfully taught, and were some of the
most engaging classes I've seen anywhere in any school district.  Several of the students told me where they were going to be
attending college (all highly acclaimed universities and/or performance arts colleges). The school is a terrific asset to the community.
It fits well within its surroundings at Shadelands Business Park, is safe and not on a busy thoroughfare, and most importantly... is
unique in the County. To think that Contra Costa has a high quality School of Performing Arts is a real feather in our cap for our
county, city, and community!

I encourage you to renew their charter, and I look forward to many more years of their performances and location within Walnut
Creek.

Best regards,

Kevin Wilk
Mayor Pro Tem, Walnut Creek



Date : 10/6/2020 8:04:11 AM
From : "Jill Wilk" 
To : "vchavez@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@k12.ca.us" , "cbutler@ccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@ccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Â 
October 5, 2020
Â 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
Â 
My name is Jill Wilk and I am a Board Member at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
Â 
Joining the Board of Directors of Contra Costa School of Performing Arts was an easy decision. With extensive theatrical
background, as well as formal education and a BA degree in Theatre, I have always understood the value that artistic expression
brings not only to educational pursuits if all students, but to their development as a whole.Â  The Contra Costa School of
Performing Arts embodies the principles of student success, creating a cohesive and collaborative environment in which
students have the ability to express themselves in their chosen venue, and learn in an academic environment that nurtures their
individual learning styles.Â  They emerge prepared as future leaders, artists, and trailblazers.
Â 
As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly,
SPA is an important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â 
Thank you for your support.
Â 
Sincerely,
Â 
Â 
Â 
Jill Wilk
Â 



Date : 10/5/2020 5:34:50 PM
From : "Sandra" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : COCOSPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 5, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Sandra Cernobori and I am an 20+ year CA educator, currently working as a College Advisor at a bay area public high 
school. I am very familiar with Contra Costa County School of Performing Arts (COCOSPA) as one of my life-long friends, Lisa 
Kingsbury, is a Director and founding staff member; in addition, the child of one my friends is a current 10th grader and has attended 
since 6th grade.  I have attended a student performance, as well as last Spring's virtual award ceremony, and read the weekly 
newsletter.

I am so impressed with the interdisciplinary curriculum and integrated arts program at COCOSPA.  Faculty and administration are 
incredibly dedicated to this mission, continually participating in professional development as a site which reinforces their goals and 
ensures consistent implementation.  The Advisory period provides opportunity for students to connect with an adult on campus, receive 
targeted intervention, and/or a tutorial period.  Such purposeful education makes learning feel relevant for students and increases 
student engagement (no easy feat for a public school with a diverse student population) which fosters academic success.  

In addition, numerous outreach events are offered to support families on everything from the learning platform to navigating distance 
learning to post high school planning.  The weekly newsletter for parents is the best I've seen; not only does it provide specific 
information and updates but also highlights school values and culturally-sensitive initiatives for inclusion.

The professional-level arts program gives students project-based experience and/or conservatory-level training important post-
secondary preparation for arts majors.   Moreover, students are provided opportunities for enrichment and leadership; they can be 
involved in clubs, act as campus tour guides, serve on student government, and/or work as youth educator for the school or a particular 
arts discipline.  This school environment has nurtured confidence in my friend's daughter--both in her academic studies and her 
personal growth.

COCOSPA is an exemplary public charter school.  As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public 
education in our community.  Clearly, SPA is an asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote 
yes on the SPA Charter renewal.  

Sincerely,
Sandra Cernobori



Date : 10/5/2020 2:42:39 PM
From : "Brianna Shahvar" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : CoCo SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/5/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Brianna Shahvar and I am the Director of Curriculum and Instruction at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.Â  This 
is my third year as a staff member at SPA and my first in this Director position.

In 2018, I chose to join the team at SPA and became a part of the warm, collaborative and courageous school community here.Â  It was 
one of the best decisions Iâ€™ve made.Â  I have grown tremendously as an educator with the opportunity to work with my colleagues at 
SPA. What I love most about the faculty is their energy, passion and commitment to growth.Â  It has been a privilege to serve as an 
instructional coach and now a Director for a team that is overwhelmingly committed to working towards diversity, equity and inclusion.Â  
There is real thought partnership with students and families and a collective push towards engaging in constant improvement.

This spring, as we all experienced the Covid-19 pandemic, the strength of our community at SPA became even more evident to me.Â  
The way that teachers, staff members and families worked to engage students in learning during an international crisis was heroic and 
extended well above any expectations.Â  I am proud to be part of this school and this team of educators.Â Â 

SPA is also important to me as a Contra Costa County community member and as a parent of young children.Â  I live in Pleasant Hill, 
just down the road from the county office.Â  I have worked in arts schools for over a decade, beginning my career as a teacher and 
eventually High School Principal at Oakland School for the Arts. With my experience of seeing all that an arts school education offers to 
children, I want this school to be here as an option when my boys are old enough to attend.Â  Students who engage in the arts as a rich 
component of their education become better team members, problem solvers, and more empathetic people.Â  These are all skills that 
help students become stronger community members as adults.

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  Thank you for your 
support.

Sincerely,

Brianna Shahvar

-- 
Brianna Shahvar
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
brianna.shahvar@cocospa.org

mailto:brianna.shahvar@cocospa.org


Date : 10/5/2020 1:40:18 PM
From : "JoDee Spina" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Good morning Board President Chavez, CCBOEÂ Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
My name is JoDee Spina and I am in the eight grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts currently. One of the most memorable
moments I am connected to with SPA, is all the arts integratedÂ projectsÂ we've done, that's why I love SPA. For example, three years ago in
the sixth grade when we did a unit on weather, I performed a dance to the song "Set fire to the Rain" by Adele. I'm so thankfulÂ to be in a
community where the arts are disciplinedÂ as much as the academics, as we are being pre-professionally trained. SPA has made a huge impact on
my career, which is just beginning. I ask thankfully if you could vote yes on renewing the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts charter renewal.
Thank you.Â 

Warmly,Â 
JoDee M. Spina
8th grade, Dance MajorÂ 



Date : 10/19/2020 7:30:41 PM
From : "Julie Stevens" 
To : "vchavaz@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"alewise@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Monday, October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Julie Stevens and I am the parent of a student in 8th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Three years ago when my daughter was the last name called for the lottery to enter spa at 6th grade was life changing for us.  I hadn't 
even heard of Spa when my daughter came to me asking me to please sign her up.  She had researched it and knew it was the school 
for her.  My daughter's greatest love is musical theatre.  She knew she would absolutely love this school.  I was sold at the first 
orientation.  I was so impressed with the philosophy and love for the arts that is lacking in so many schools.  I am a Montessori teacher 
and I felt this school was a close comparison to that philosophy.  It has been the best decision I could have made for my daughter.  Her 
grades have improved, her focus and love of school has greatly improved.  Most importantly her self-confidence is growing everyday.  
She gets to practice her passion everyday while learning and that has made all the difference for her.  We love Spa and sincerely hope 
that we can be a part of this school for many years.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Julie Stevens



Date : 10/4/2020 5:38:42 PM
From : "Neil Robson" 
To : "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : COCOSPA RENEWAL

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 4th, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Neil Robson and I am the parent of students in 6th and 7th grades at the Contra Costa School of Performing 
Arts.

We enrolled our son Isaiah at COCOSPA for the 2019-20 academic year  and were not sure what the year would hold.  
Over the next months our son’s wealth of knowledge and understanding of our community and our humanity grew 
immensely.  At his elementary school he did well but last year he excelled and actually became an honor student.  This 
could not have happened without the extraordinary staff and faculty at this school.  This year our younger son has enrolled at 
COCOSPA. With all of the challenges facing us with the present pandemic the school is doing an amazing job with online 
learning.  If one of the boys has questions or is falling behind, COCOSPA is very proactive with regards to helping our family 
out.  

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children 
in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for 
a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Neil Robson 

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone



Date : 10/4/2020 5:34:26 PM
From : "Neil Robson" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewise@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "glenn moala" 
Subject : COCOSPA RENEWAL
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 4th, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Neil Robson and I am the parent of students in 6th and 7th grades at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

We enrolled our son Isaiah at COCOSPA for the 2019-20 academic year  and were not sure what the year would hold.  Over the next 
months our son’s wealth of knowledge and understanding of our community and our humanity grew immensely.  At his elementary 
school he did well but last year he excelled and actually became an honor student.  This could not have happened without the 
extraordinary staff and faculty at this school.  This year our younger son has enrolled at COCOSPA. With all of the challenges facing us 
with the present pandemic the school is doing an amazing job with online learning.  If one of the boys has questions or is falling behind, 
COCOSPA is very proactive with regards to helping our family out.  

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Neil Robson 

Sent from my iPhone



Date : 10/4/2020 2:25:01 PM
From : "Stacey Wickware" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Please Vote YES on SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 4th, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Stacey Wickware and I am a retired teacher and former SPA instructional coach. I am also a founding member of SPA and 
participated in writing the original charter and its updates for the charter approval by this board. I am beyond grateful to have been a part 
of this school, suport it fully, and am writing today to advocate for the renewal of the SPA charter. 

As a former teacher of the year, Warren Eukel Award Winner, and Mary Allen Fellows Award Winner, I am no stranger to what it means 
to provide meaningful instruction to students. As a parent of three thriving young adults, all of whom participated in arts education from 
middle school through high school, and all of whom addressed the County Board of Education during the original charger approval 
process to express the importance of integrated arts education, I feel uniquely situated to strongly recommend that the CCCBOE renew 
the SPA Charter.

I have personally witnessed the success of SPA in the lives of its teachers, families and students themselves. In my capacity as 
instructional coach, I worked directly at the school site and was therefore able to be in both arts and academic classrooms on a daily 
basis. I worked alongside educators passionate about turning traditional education on its head and doing the hard work of figuring out 
how to elicit each student's best through a language they know well and understand...the arts. The innovative and challenging curriculum 
where students not only learn the content but also valuable 21st century skills needed to master college and career is simply not offered 
in other area schools. Furthermore, the commitment of staff and administration to constantly hone curriculum and school culture to 
achieve maximum benefit for students is something to be encouraged and rewarded. This is the product of constantly inviting staff into 
the mix to share  best practices and be contributing members of the SPA team. Everyone is intrinsically invested.

SPA is a truly unique school experience where students are encouraged to learn at their own pace, master their skills, become 
responsible citizens, and learn these things through the lens of a cutting edge arts education. They can learn physics by studying the 
elements of dance, civics by learning how to use their art for action, speaking and writing through theatre, science and math using fine 
art. The arts are not merely electives, they are the foundation of the learning process in all academic courses. Perhaps more 
importantly, SPA students enjoy the benefits of a small learning community where school is an extension of family, where they are safe 
and supported, where everyone knows their name. Students here are far from invisible. Each student is meaningfully mentored by staff 
on a frequent basis as an integral part of the SPA program. This breeds accountability, motivation, and a sense of accomplishment as 
students discover their strengths and weaknesses while learning to set and celebrate goals and make plans for improvements. Not only 
academically or artistically, but personally, as valued members of the SPA community. In a nutshell, SPA is nurturing the whole child and 
using the arts to reach and embrace them fully. 

In closing, please know that SPA staff are invested in building relationships with students in the classroom, on and off the stage. 
Students at SPA feel part of the SPA family, their voices always encouraged to be heard. While indeed successful today, the actual 
success of this school will be realized when students go beyond the school grounds, show up in their lives and become engaged, 
contributing members of society, giving back in the way they were fully supported at SPA. I simply ask that you give them this continued 
opportunity with your "yes" vote.

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, SPA is an 
asset to this community and I endorse their continued operation and ask that you vote yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you for 
your support.

Best Regards,

Stacey Wickware
Retired Teacher/Instructional Coach
Original SPA Charter Team Member



Date : 10/3/2020 9:00:38 AM
From : "Tiffany Ferreri" 
To : "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Pablo Ferreri" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : In support of charter renewal- Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 3, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

We are Tiffany and Pablo Ferreri and are Luca Ferreri’s parents. He is a freshman and new student at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Early last year, Luca reached out to us as his current, more traditional school environment was not working for him. While he was performing well 
academically, he was unhappy.  His middle school, despite their good will, just didn’t “get” him. He could not connect with the majority of his teachers 
and more significantly- had spent his 3 years in middle school unsuccessfully “looking for his people” and trying to fit in. As a result, he became 
increasingly socially isolated. His passion for performing was unique amongst his peers who were placed in the drama class only because they could 
not get into preferred electives. This created a lot of stress and anxiety about the one subject he most cared about. 

Luca recognized early on that the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts provided a smaller, more intimate environment allowing for more 
meaningful connections with his teachers and classmates. We admit we had initial misgivings about him attending the school; our local high school is 3 
blocks away, has a strong academic program and provides a more traditional high school experience. However, what we wanted for our son is 
different from what he wants and currently needs. Our son sought a school that will not only give him an academic foundation, but also allow him to 
grow, learn and explore in the performing arts and be supported and inspired by his peers at school. Given that his happiness and mental well being is 
highly tied to his success, we realized that the best place for Luca right now is The Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (CoCoSpa). 

CoCoSpa has a strong philosophy of supporting the whole child including the socio-emotional well being of students; this is resonating with our son. He 
now shares positive school stories and actives at the dinner table. While he would rather be physically in school to meet students and expand his friend 
support network, nevertheless he is engaged and very happy in his new school. Our decision to enroll Luca at CoCoSpa is continually reaffirmed. 
CocoSpa provides a needed and highly valuable resource for our son and our community,

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a 
high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Tiffany and Pablo Ferreri



Date : 10/2/2020 9:24:26 PM
From : "Tiffany Ku" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Vote Yes on COCOSPA's Renewal, Please!
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10-2-2020
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Tiffany and I am a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

COCOSPA has been a very cool school to go to. I'm very happy that I got a chance to meet so many people that have similar interests 
as me! I think learning here is pretty easy and I understand most of the material. I love how accepting everyone is about lgbtq+ people 
here! I don't think most schools are as cool and accepting of people than here, and I hope that other schools can see COCOSPA as an 
example of what to be.

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Tiffany



Date : 10/2/2020 3:08:57 PM
From : "Roxanna Issa" 
To : "alewise@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"Lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa County Board of Education

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/02/2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Roxanna Issa and I am the parent/guardian of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA has been a great outlet for my daughter as she’s more on the artistic side. She could go to school and be herself and feel safe expressing her
passion to art while at the same time learning academically. As parents we long and wish the best for our child where they can grow in healthy
environment. I can see my child is happy to go to school and motivated because it’s speaks her soul and mind equally. We are so thankful for
having SPA part of our child’s growth.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our community a
high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Roxanna Issa

Sent from my iPhone



Date : 10/2/2020 11:24:50 AM
From : "Yulia Kalk" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 2, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Yulia Kalk and I am the parent of a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

SPA has been a welcome relief for our family as we were searching for a middle school for our youngest daughter Deja. As Deja was 
graduating from Meher Schools (private elementary school in Lafayette), it was important for us to find a place that would provide a 
creative environment along with a high level of academic and cultural support for Deja. Year 2 into her middle school at SPA, we feel 
confident that Deja found a place where she can have very strong support both academically and personally through her interactions 
with the very diverse student body and the faculty and is committed to finding ways to help the students grow into vibrant active 
participants in their own lives and the lives of the communities. Having 2 older children who are now through high school, we understand 
the importance of the type of environment that SPA provides and we are grateful beyond measure to have access to it for Deja.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is a huge asset to our community. We ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Yulia Kalk/Tion Torrence



Date : 10/2/2020 10:54:21 AM
From : "Jodi Davenport" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Support for CoCoSPA Charter Renewal
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey:

My name is Jodi Davenport and I am the parent of two students at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts (CoCoSPA). My daughter 
Alexandra, in ninth grade and is in her fourth year at the school. My son, Joey, is in seventh grade and in his second year at the school. 
Iâ€™m writing to request your support of the CoCoSPA charter renewal.

As a parent, Iâ€™ve seen firsthand the transformative power of a school that celebrates individuals and integrates the arts into rich 
content in the sciences and humanities. Despite being a loud, creative kid at home, in elementary school, my daughter was reserved. 
Since starting at CoCoSPA for middle school, her confidence has grown considerably and sheâ€™s become deeply involved in the 
school community. In elementary school, timed math tests made her anxious and made her feel that she was â€œbad at math.â€ The 
mastery approach at CoCoSPA helped her see that if she didnâ€™t do well, the next step was to spend more time learning, and now 
she is enrolled in Algebra 2 as a freshman. In addition to her academic growth, my daughter has gained tremendous practical and 
leadership skills by engaging in group projects and participating in the school shows. As the head of Costumes for a show, she wrestled 
with how to break down tasks and motivate a team of students to get materials ready on a tight timeline. As the leader of clubs, she uses 
tech tools to create publicity and mentors other students on how to effectively lead engaging activities. The school has encouraged her 
to take risks, meet students from all different backgrounds, and take ownership of her own learning.Â 

As an educational researcher by profession, I am continually impressed by how the teachers, administrators, and support staff provide 
high-quality instruction across all disciplines using innovative, research-based strategies. The school truly lives into its guiding principles:

The emphasis on rigor, with a focus on mastery rather than performance, ensures students donâ€™t fail and move on, but take 
the time to understand essential concepts.
The emphasis on relationships ensures that school (even virtually) is a place where students feel that they are a part of a 
community.Â 
The emphasis on resilience promotes a growth learning mindset for students. Students can make mistakes and try again.
Finally, the emphasis on relevance provides students with the life skills they need to be successful adults. From learning to work 
collaboratively on a group project to trouble-shooting a set issue mid-play, CoCoSPA students are learning to be creative problem 
solvers that will become informed, thoughtful, and productive citizens.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school with your strong support. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for further information on my cell at 617-596-7115.

Sincerely,

Jodi Davenport

-- 
Jodi Davenport, PhD
Director, Learning and Technology
WestEd
office: 510.302.4274
jdavenp@wested.org
http://www.wested.org/personnel/jodi-davenport/

If you received this email message in error, please notify the sender immediately by return email and permanently delete this message and any attachments. Any review, dissemination,
copying, or any other use of this message or any of its contents by an unintended recipient is strictly prohibited by WestEd and may be unlawful. WestEd makes no warranty that this email is
error- or virus-free.

mailto:jdavenp@wested.org
http://www.wested.org/personnel/jodi-davenport/


Date : 10/1/2020 7:39:52 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewall
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/1/2020 7:38:34 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewall
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/19/2020 1:49:16 PM
From : "Fatemeh B" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote YES for our SPA Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 19, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Fatemeh and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing 
Arts.Â Â 

I want to let you know how important and special the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts is to my daughter 
and I, because we specifically moved from Napa to Contra Costa County for this unique program. I learned 
about this school in early 2019, and since that time did my research, made several visits alone and with my 
daughter, and applied to the school in hopes that my daughter would benefit not only from the performing arts 
training but also the academic rigor that is expected from the students. 

We have lived in this county for 3 months, and despite all the challenges that a big move brings up, beginning 
middle school and learning with the CoCoSPA faculty and student body has been an amazing experience for 
my daughter. She is excited to engage with her teachers, who are kind and compassionate human beings. She 
has made virtual friends, which is something given it's middle school and making friends at this age is so hard. 
And, overall, she can NOT wait to be able to get to school in person and enjoy all the benefits of this artistic, 
collaborative and engaging community in full force.Â 
Â 
As our County Board of Education, I want to encourage your collaborations and partnership so that SPA can 
continue providing my child and more children in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to 
make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA has been a beacon of light for my daughter and her artistic passion for this world, and the school, 
administration and faculty are an asset to our community. I thank you in advance, and hope you all continue 
providing the school your strongest support. 

Sincerely,

Fatemeh Bani-Taba, PsyD
Clinical Psychologist / Mediator / Parent
(not specifically in this orderÂ ðŸ˜†Â )



Date : 10/1/2020 7:36:33 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "falleyne@ccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/1/2020 7:35:28 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "alewis@ccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/1/2020 7:34:39 PM
From : "Glenn Moala" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter renewal 
October 1, 2020 

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Glenn Moala and I am the Meafua and Isaiah Moala-Robson. Our sons are in 6th and 7th grade   at the Contra Costa School
of Performing Arts.

Our son Isaiah was a student here last year and we saw much he grew in confidence by attending the school. He made honor roll last
year and loves being a part of the student body. We were so happy with how last year went for him that we wanted our youngest son to
attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. Although it was a bit rocky in the beginning for our youngest, the staff and former
students are playing a huge roll in his confidence with this new way of doing school. This school has so much culture and diversity
which is important to my boys because we are a two dad family. They have not had any issue with who our family is in school and that
speaks volumes! Middle school is scary for so many. CoCo SPA is a God send.    

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Glenn Moala 



Date : 10/1/2020 1:54:11 PM
From : "Ami Eaton" 
To : "Ruby Kane" 
Cc : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Re: Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

September 30, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ami Eaton and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Our daughter started middle school this year, in the midst of COVID. It would be a challenging transition anyway, but the lack of in-
person connection makes this a strange way to begin at a new school.Â 

I can only imagine how much harder it would be if she were not able to be in her favorite class twice a week, Illustration. Our daughter 
has aspirations towards design and illustration, and very much enjoys making and building things. The approach at SPA, where practice 
and mastery are emphasized over talent and native gifts, creates a growth mindset and the courage to succeed.

Having the SPA charter option has been important to our family. This is the first year our daughter has had considerable out-of-class 
work to complete. It has been a challenge to get her up to speed. But I see her adjusting rapidly to the new responsibilities and beginning 
to take them in stride. The fact that SPA used an online, individualized learning program prior to this year meant that there wasn't as 
great a learning curve for the teachers to overcome, and our daughter has picked up the tools well. It's early in our SPA experience, but 
we have been getting great, individualized attention for our daughter whenever needed.

Our family looks forward to graduating our daughter in 2027 with the skills to be a professional set designer, lighting, or sound 
technician--or at least a college production-level one! Please help us achieve that goal. As our County Board of Education, I ask for your 
partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and other children in our community a high-quality education. Please vote yes 
on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Ami Eaton

On Wed, Sep 30, 2020 at 6:17 PM Ruby Kane <rubykane@gmail.com> wrote:
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

September 30, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ruby Kane and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Our daughter started middle school this year, in the midst of COVID. It would be a challenging transition anyway, but the lack of in-
person connection makes this a strange way to begin at a new school.Â 

I can only imagine how much harder it would be if she were not able to be in her favorite class twice a week, Illustration. Our daughter 
has aspirations towards design and illustration, and very much enjoys making and building things. The approach at SPA, where 
practice and mastery are emphasized over talent and native gifts, creates a growth mindset and the courage to succeed.

mailto:rubykane@gmail.com


Having the SPA charter option has been important to our family. This is the first year our daughter has had considerable out-of-class 
work to complete. It has been a challenge to get her up to speed. But I see her adjusting rapidly to the new responsibilities and 
beginning to take them in stride. The fact that SPA used an online, individualized learning program prior to this year meant that there 
wasn't as great a learning curve for the teachers to overcome, and our daughter has picked up the tools well. It's early in our SPA 
experience, but we have been getting great, individualized attention for our daughter whenever needed.

Our family looks forward to graduating our daughter in 2027 with the skills to be a professional set designer, lighting, or sound 
technician--or at least a college production-level one! Please help us achieve that goal. As our County Board of Education, I ask for 
your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and other children in our community a high-quality education. Please vote 
yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Ruby Kane

-- 
Happiness, not in another place but this placeâ€¦Â not for another hour, but this hour.
â€•Â Walt Whitman



Date : 10/1/2020 11:24:31 AM
From : "Dana Wallace" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : VOTE YES FOR SPA!
Â  Â 
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10-1-2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CcCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Dana Wallace and I am the parent of 2 students at SPA. My daughter, Jdyn Hunte has been at SPA since the 6th grade and 
now in the 9th grade. She was in a different school district through her elementary years and I tried to get her into special education dept 
as she was struggling in focusing and understanding all subjects in school, but I didn't receive any help from the teachers or district. It 
wasn't until she started at SPA that within the first 2 months of her 6th grade year that I received help from their counselors and was able 
to finally get her the help she deserved and needed. She is now a 504 student and has the support of all her teachers. I can't imagine 
where she would go to school if SPA wasn't around. I am sure many other parents share and can relate to our story and journey at SPA. 
Jdyn is in vocal and loves it. SPA has done so much for Jdyn that I have enrolled my son, who is in 6th grade. He is instrumental and 
seems to be doing very well. Thank you for taking the time  to read and hopefully consider my letter in your decision to keep SPA alive 
and well.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my children and more children in our 
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter 
renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Dana M Wallace



Date : 10/1/2020 9:27:14 AM
From : "Megan Golden" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" , "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Subject : Why You Should Vote Yes For SPA

October 1, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Mega Golden and I am a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

For me, SPA means a lot. I used to only want to go to school because of my friends and want to see them and hang out. But over the last 2 years
hear at SPA I have learned to also learn to love school not just because of my friends but also because I can take the things I learn and use it in the
real world. I also have had a wonderful experience at SPA so far you not only get to learn academically but you can also learn to work with others
as a team. My favorite part at SPA so far would probably be the wonderful support the teachers here have given me. For me,Â I hadÂ trouble
with asking teachers for help and here I feel like I can ask them for help understanding something. SPA has also helped me grow as a person. The
way SPA has helped me grow as a person is they have helped me learn that in order to grow you have to step out of your comfort zone a little and
try new things. They also have helped my self-esteem because I used to doubt I could do anything and self-doubts and they have really helped me
with that at SPA by just believing in me and helping me to learn who I want to be as a person in the world. I am really looking forward to finishing
my middle and high school years here at SPA.Â Â 

As our County Board of Education, you have a direct impact on my school and my future.Â  I ask that you please continue to provide 
your strong support by voting yes on the SPA Charter renewal.Â  Thank you so very much.

Sincerely,

Megan Golden
7th-grade SPA
wants to build a facility



Date : 9/30/2020 9:43:57 PM
From : "Sally Williams" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmacket@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts - Charter Renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 1, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Sally Williams and I am the parent of a student in 12th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter started SPA as a freshman, a year after their grand opening. The opening came at a pivotal time in my daughterâ€™s life and a change in 
environment was very much needed. Since starting SPA my daughter has not only benefited from the academic program but sheâ€™s learned life skills 
that will carry over as she enters college and into adulthood. She has established some wonderful relationships with her peers and has some awesome, 
caring teachers that have helped her to build and strengthen her academic skills. Weâ€™ve been very happy at SPA and the fact that it is an arts 
school gives great balance between academics and creativity. The dance program is phenomenal and Ms. Orloff is an outstanding and thoughtful 
instructor. My daughter adores her and sheâ€™s learned so much from her and the other dances instructors. The curriculum at SPA is also strong and 
the format allows students to be independent learners because they have to manage their own time, something they will need to be able to do in life. My 
daughterâ€™s academics teachers have challenged her in many ways and their lessons tie in the arts as well as social and political issues that we 
currently face which is important and evokes critical thinking.Â 

One of the things I like and appreciate about SPA as a parent is that the school is small, it is diverse, it is unique, and it is a tight knit community. The 
school keeps parents abreast to what is going on and parents are welcome to engage and participate within the school community. I also appreciate the 
fact that the staff is accessible, very responsive to parents and are more than willing to answer my questions. I personally really appreciate Ms. 
Kingsbury, Ms. Ramos, and Ms. Kirmsse whoâ€™ve helped me tremendously.Â 

I would definitely recommend SPA to other families and as our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing 
my child and more children in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for 
a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Sally Williams
ParentÂ 



Date : 9/30/2020 9:13:07 PM
From : "William Bartelson" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Fwd: Parent Support for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts

From: William Bartelson <wmbartelson@me.com>
Date: September 30, 2020 at 9:02:20 PM PDT
To: vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us, alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us, falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us, sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us,
mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us, lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us
Cc: charter.renewel@cocospa.org
Subject: Parent Support for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts

Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

September 30, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is William Bartelson and I am the father of a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Over the last three years I have personally witnessed the growth and confidence of our daughter grow exponentially.  The
opportunity for her to perform vocally within the community and to travel to Southern California with the vocal department to
participate in a professional workshop at Disney has opened her eyes to the possibilities of living her dream of working
within the arts community.  This opportunity was only possible for our family here at the Contra Costa School of Performing
Arts.  Her ability to combine the arts training with a rigorous study environment, supported by a truly caring and motivated
staff is truly special.

 .  

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children
in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for
a 5-year charter renew

 I 

I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely, 

William Bartelson

Sent from my iPhone



Date : 9/30/2020 6:34:56 PM
From : "Hadas Rave" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

September 30, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Hadas and I am the mother of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter's experience, transitioning into the SPA community during this challenging time has been seamless - she is SO happy. As an educator,
I am so pleased to see how my daughter feels valued and respected as a learner, due to SPA's outstanding faculty and unique learning approach.
Her well-balanced education, coupled with SPA's attention to social emotional wellness has been a real gift to our daughter and our family.Â 

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in 
our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-
year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
Hadas Rave



Date : 10/14/2020 5:24:36 PM
From : "David Schoenthal" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Vote in Favor of Renewing CoCoSpa's Charter
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

October 14, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is David Schoenthal and I am the parent of a student in 9th grade at the ContraÂ Costa School of Performing Arts.

We moved from Richmond to Concord last year in part for our daughter to attend Contra Costa School of Performing Arts to 
study vocal. Her previous schools did not have robust arts programs. Our family felt that she would receive a high quality 
education while pursuing her interest in vocal as well as other performing arts in a warm and welcoming environment. Even with 
distance learning our daughter has thrived and felt connected to students, teachers and staff. 

The parent community is great as well, with a vibrant and active PTA (known as "Ensemble"), we felt truly welcomed as a family 
to Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. We look forward to students safely returning to class someday in the near future and 
to celebrate our future 2024 CoCoSpa graduate!

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that Contra Costa School of Performing Arts can continue 
providing our young adult and more students in our community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. 
I respectfully ask for you to vote yes on the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an incredible asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,
David

David Schoenthal
Concord, CA



Date : 9/30/2020 6:16:25 PM
From : "Ruby Kane" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

September 30, 2020

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Ruby Kane and I am the parent of a student in 6th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Our daughter started middle school this year, in the midst of COVID. It would be a challenging transition anyway, but the lack of in-
person connection makes this a strange way to begin at a new school.Â 

I can only imagine how much harder it would be if she were not able to be in her favorite class twice a week, Illustration. Our daughter 
has aspirations towards design and illustration, and very much enjoys making and building things. The approach at SPA, where practice 
and mastery are emphasized over talent and native gifts, creates a growth mindset and the courage to succeed.

Having the SPA charter option has been important to our family. This is the first year our daughter has had considerable out-of-class 
work to complete. It has been a challenge to get her up to speed. But I see her adjusting rapidly to the new responsibilities and beginning 
to take them in stride. The fact that SPA used an online, individualized learning program prior to this year meant that there wasn't as 
great a learning curve for the teachers to overcome, and our daughter has picked up the tools well. It's early in our SPA experience, but 
we have been getting great, individualized attention for our daughter whenever needed.

Our family looks forward to graduating our daughter in 2027 with the skills to be a professional set designer, lighting, or sound 
technician--or at least a college production-level one! Please help us achieve that goal. As our County Board of Education, I ask for your 
partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and other children in our community a high-quality education. Please vote yes 
on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.Â 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Ruby Kane

-- 
Happiness, not in another place but this placeâ€¦Â not for another hour, but this hour.
â€•Â Walt Whitman



Date : 10/19/2020 12:00:18 PM
From : "Kyoko Peña-Robles" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Endorsement supporting CoCo SPA’s renewal.
Attachment : smime.p7s;
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

10/19/20

Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Kyoko Peña-Robles and I am the parent of a student in 9th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

My daughter enrolled at CoCo SPA in 6h grade.  Although we knew it was going to be a task to get her to school in traffic everyday, as 
well as our son to the local elementary school, our family was committed to making this work. My daughter had been bullied at her local 
school for still liking “My Little Pony", she is what we call a Brony. During this time she was diagnosed with anxiety disorder and we noted 
she was becoming withdrawn and more and more self loathing as her 5th year passed.  We decided that she would be a better fit in a 
school environment such as CoCo SPA as she was quite artistic and had a unique personality that just did not thrive in a more traditional 
school setting.  I have to say it was the best decision we have made for our daughter. On a personal level she flourished at CoCo SPA.  
She is with like minded students and really has found herself over the last 3.5 years at SPA. In addition, she has been diagnosed with 
ADHD which brings along another set of trials. I feel CoCo SPA has really tried to address and support her as she learns how to 
overcome these challenges. Had CoCo SPA not been there,I honestly don't know what we would have done. We are so grateful to have 
such a great public school opportunity here locally in the Diablo Valley. It has truly been a life altering experience for her and our family.

As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our 
community a supportive environment as well as a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on 
the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 

SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.

Sincerely,

Kyoko C. Peña-Robles, MD, MPH



Date : 10/19/2020 3:08:50 PM
From : "Mead, Matthew" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Contra Costa School of Performing Arts - Charter Renewal
Attachment : IMG_0805.jpg;IMG_0195.jpg;IMG_6199.jpg;image001.jpg;image004.jpg;
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
 
October 19, 2020
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
 
My name is Matthew Mead and I am the parent of 3 students currently attending the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.    I have a
daughter in 7th, a son in 9th and another son in 12th grade this year at SPA.  We have been part of the SPA parent community for 4 years
and request your support on the upcoming petition for renewal you will be soon voting on.
 
SPA has made tremendous, meaningful impacts on all aspects of my children’s lives both on and off campus.  Our Senior has learned
his passion and skill around Sound Engineering/Design/Operations through the experiences at SPA and even transitioned, with the
support and networking of his SPA instructors, into professional, paid sound board operations for theatrical performances in San
Francisco. He is now pursing this passion as he explores college outlets.    Our 9th grade student has embraced production design and
actively participates in extracurricular activities that SPA offers (writing retreats, live performances, set and production design).  Our 7th

grade student has gained tremendous confidence and technical skills through her dance instruction at SPA which resulted her winning
awards this past year at multiple dance competitions for her solo performances.       
 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my children as well as other arts
inclined children in our community a high-quality education while supporting the arts our children are passionate about. Please vote yes
on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal. 
 
SPA is an asset to our community in many ways and provides a wonderful environment for our children to learn and explore their artistic
desires. Please continue to provide the school your strong support.
 
Sincerely,
Matthew Mead

Ma tthe w Me a d 
SVP, National Sales Manager

Corre s ponde nt Le ndi ng
www.tcbcorre s ponde ntl e ndi ng.com
925.482.0941 offi ce
925.899.3696 mobi l e
matthew.mead@texascapitalbank.com

 
If you are not the addressee and have received this
email in error, please notify me immediately. This
email is confidential and may contain privileged or
proprietary information that is unlawful for you to read,
copy, distribute, disclose or otherwise use in any way.
 
 

http://www.tcbcorrespondentlending.com/
mailto:Firstname.lastname@texascapitalbank.com


Date : 10/18/2020 12:37:14 PM
From : "Andrea Stauber" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Re: Charter Renewal - Contra Costa School of Performing Arts
Attachment : Outlook-1cfnbdms.jpg;
Contra Costa County Board of Education 
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools 
Contra Costa County Office of Education 
77 Santa Barbara Rd 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
 
            RE:  Contra Costa School of Performing Arts Charter Renewal 
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey, 
 
My name is Andrea Stauber and I am the parent of Kylie Zodikoff, a student in 7th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts. 
 
We are so grateful that Kylie has been given the opportunity to join the community of students and staff at COCOSPA.  Kylie has known
she wanted a life in theater since as long as we can remember and has always excelled academically.  Last year, Kylie attended
California Virtual Academy (K12) and while she continued to excel and maintained high grades, she began to lose her enthusiasm for
school and missed feeling part of a school â€œcommunityâ€.  Through her own research, Kylie found COCOSPA and enthusiastically
presented her case for attending. 
 
To be honest, because her grades were so high at K12, I was very hesitant about enrolling her in a performing arts school and I worried
about maintaining her academic progress.  While I wholeheartedly support my daughterâ€™s love of theater and performance, I was
skeptical at first about whether a performing arts school could offer a high-quality academic program.   
 
I want to personally share with all of you that I am so happy that I listened to my daughter and enrolled her at Contra Costa SPA.  The
staff is absolutely amazing and the academic curriculum is robust and challenging.  Kylie actually looks forward to school every day
again, which is a huge change from last year.   
 
As the parent of a smart, talented and creative middle-schooler, I am so grateful that SPA is providing Kylie with the invaluable
opportunity to receive excellent academic instruction while also allowing her to engage in the artistic expression of theater that she
loves.  This school is very special and the number of young lives in our community that it is positively impacting makes me so optimistic
and excited for the future!   
 
As our County Board of Education, I hope you will allow SPA to continue providing my child and others the opportunity to experience a
high-quality education while expressing their artistic talents. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
ANDREA M. STAUBER 

Statement of Confidentiality: The contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee. The information may also be
confidential and/or legally privileged. This transmission is sent for the sole purpose of delivery to the intended recipient. If you have received this transmission in
error, any use, reproduction, or dissemination of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately notify the sender
by reply e-mail and delete this message and its attachments, if any.

E-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC SS 2510-2521 and is legally privileged.



Date : 10/9/2020 2:41:48 PM
From : "Amy Hiatt" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alweis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Endorsement Letter for SPA
Attachment : SPA Staf.pdf;
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,

My name is Amy Hiatt and I am a history/social science teacher at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.

Five Augusts ago, I stood in a parking lot outside of the Ultimate Fieldhouse, ready to greet my first class of SPA students.Â  
While an unconventional start of school, I fell in love with my students and staff.Â  I dove in feet first, ready to meet the challenges 
of a new school. I am so proud of our school and the progress that has happened over the past 4+ years.Â  I stand by what this 
school has to offer for its students and love the staff's never ending desire to push the boundaries of how to support our 
students.Â  This is a small close which allows us to have such strong relationships.Â  I feel that SPA is the place where students 
know their teachers and teachers know their students.Â  This school has created a loving family where students find success in 
so many ways.Â  I cannot imagine being anywhere else. SPA administration also opened up and supported so many 
opportunities for me. It led me to push my own professional development as I found a masterâ€™s program in Economics.Â  I 
have been able to bring this human capital into my class and design a more rigorous and relevant course based on that 
development. I would not have found this passion and drive working at any other school. Outside of the relationships and the 
opportunity, I most appreciate SPAs continual growth.Â  We never settle for good enough.Â  The administration and staff are 
always creating new ways to improve as a teacher, a mentor, a staff, and a school.Â  I never hear the phrase â€œthis is the way 
it has always been done,â€ but words like create, improve, new, implement, and design. These words all have the end goal of 
developing stronger ways to support our students, families,Â  and staff.Â Â Â Â Â 

As our County Board of Education, your leadership is critical to the success of public education in our community.Â  Clearly, 
SPA is an important part of the public education system in Contra Costa and I urge you to vote yes on our charter renewal.Â  
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Amy Hiatt
Founding Teacher

-- 
Amy Hiatt
History Teacher
Contra Costa School of Performing Arts



Date : 10/9/2020 12:24:10 PM
From : "Maile Ogasawara" 
To : "'vchavez@cccoe.12.ca.us'" , "'alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us'" , "'falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us'" , "'sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us'" ,
"'mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us'" , "'lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us'" 
Cc : "'charter.renewal@cocospa.org'" 
Subject : In support of SPA - Charter Renewal
Attachment : Letter o.pdf;image001.png;
Good afternoon,
 
I’d like to express my support for the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts as they seek to renew their charter. Please see the attached letter
of support for SPA.
 
Thank you,
Maile
 
---
Maile Ogasawara, Program Manager
Center for Community Arts - City of Walnut Creek
925.943.5899 x 2471
ogasawara@communityarts.org
www.communityarts.org
 

 

mailto:ogasawara@communityarts.org
http://www.communityarts.org/


Date : 10/16/2020 1:47:29 PM
From : "Jody Cook" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal for CoCoSPA
Attachment : CoCoSPA.pdf;image001.png;image002.png;image003.png;image004.png;image005.png;
To Board Members and Contra Costa County Office of Education Superintendent,
Please accept the attached letter in support of the charter renewal for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
Thank you and warm regards,
Jody Cook
 

Jody Cook | Program Director

a: Diablo Regional Arts Association
1601 Civic Drive | Walnut Creek, CA 94596
e: jody@draa.org | w: www.draa.org
m: 650.563.4118 | p: 925.295.1470

    
P.S. Click here to add our upcoming online concerts to your calendar!
 

http://www.draa.org/
mailto:jody@draa.org
https://www.facebook.com/DRAAattheLCA
https://twitter.com/DRAAattheLCA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5w_GJM5l-LBWnsV_UdWsEA
https://www.instagram.com/DRAAattheLCA/
https://www.addevent.com/calendar/ds254585


Date : 10/5/2020 2:31:21 PM
From : "Gutierrez, Tahnee" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Cc : "Lisa Kingsbury" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Endorsement
Attachment : image001.jpg;
Contra Costa County Board of Education
Contra Costa County Superintendent of Schools
Contra Costa County Office of Education
77 Santa Barbara Rd
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
 

10/5/2020
 
Dear Board President Chavez, CCCBOE Trustees, and Superintendent Mackey,
 
My name is Tahnee Gutierrez and I am the Parent of a student in 10th grade at the Contra Costa School of Performing Arts.
 
My son has been there since the beginning of Contra Costa School of performing arts.  This school is amazing for male dancers, it has
boosted his confidence and has helped him develop into his true self w/so much acceptance.  He was not a traditional sports kind of
person, he is an EXTREAM SPORT person from racing quads/bikes, skateboarding/scootering, to competition break dancing and this
school was the best fit for him to express himself.  In addition to the greatness of the Arts  program they have stuck too, supported and
worked well with his IEP.  The teachers and mentors are knowledgeable and with out a shadow of a doubt this school was a way better
fit for him then the traditional schools.
 
As our County Board of Education, I ask for your partnership so that SPA can continue providing my child and more children in our
community a high-quality education. We need your help to make that happen. Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter
renewal. 
 
SPA is an asset to our community. I ask that you please continue to provide the school your strong support.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Tahnee Gutierrez
Application Specialist
Martinez Refining Company LLC
3495 Pacheco Blvd., Martinez CA 94553
MBC: (925) 313-3402

 
 

DISCLAIMER: This e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is confidential
or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this message or its attachments is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete this message and any attachments.
 

DISCLAIMER: This e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is confidential
or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of this message or its attachments is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete this message and any attachments.



Date : 10/1/2020 4:03:38 PM
From : "Jason Howard (CA)" 
To : "sbutler@ccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@ccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal for COCOSPA
Attachment : Contra .docx;
Please find attached endorsement letter urging you vote yes for a 5 year charter extension for the Contra Costa School of the Performing Arts.
 
Regards,
 
Jason Howard 

DISCLAIMER FOR CORONAVIRUS: Any statements contained herein re lating to the impact or the potential impact of coronavirus/COVID-19 on insurance
coverage or any insurance policy are not legal opinions, warranties or guarantees, and should not be re lied upon as such. We do not have the authority to
render legal advice or to make coverage decisions regarding COVID-19 claims, and you should submit all cla ims to your insurance carriers or authorized
representatives for evaluation as they will make the final determ ination. Given the on-going and constantly changing situation with respect to the
coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, this communication does not necessarily reflect the latest information regarding recently-enacted, pending or proposed
legislation or guidance that could override, alter or otherwise affect existing insurance coverage. At your discretion, please consult with an attorney at your
own expense for specific advice in this regard.

NOTICE:  You cannot bind, alter or cancel coverage without speaking to an authorized representative of CRC Group. Coverage cannot be bound without
written confirmation from an authorized representative of CRC Group.  This email and any files transmitted with it are not encrypted and may contain
privileged or other confidential information and is intended sole ly for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.  If you are not the
intended recipient or entity, or believe that you may have received this email in error, please reply to the sender indicating that fact and delete the copy you
received. In addition, you should not print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use this information.  Thank you.



Date : 9/30/2020 7:08:51 PM
From : "Joe Spina" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Charter Renewal
Attachment : CoCoSPA.docx;
I have attached a letter for Contra Costa School of Performing Arts charter renewal. Thank you, Joe Spina



Date : 10/3/2020 9:02:59 PM
From : "Deborah Napierski" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal
Attachment : Chad_Na.docx;Deborah.docx;Larry_G.docx;Pat_Nap.docx;Jan_Gol.docx;image001.jpg;
Thank you very much for the opportunity.  Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.
 
Take care,
Deborah Napierski
____________________________________________
Deborah Napierski
Associate Director, Community Relations
The Clorox Company
1221 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612
p:  (510) 271-3080
f:   (510) 271-6583
deborah.napierski@clorox.com
SAVE PAPER - Please do not print this e-mail unless necessary
 

 

mailto:deborah.napierski@clorox.com
https://cloroxgives.benevity.org/pingone/redir


Date : 10/14/2020 6:43:05 PM
From : "Nyssa Martin" 
To : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Video (Nyssa Martin)
Attachment : VID_2020.mp4;



Date : 10/14/2020 10:28:34 PM
From : "Chris" 
To : "vchavez@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "alewis@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "falleyne@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "sbutler@cccoe.k12.ca.us" ,
"mmaxwell@cccoe.k12.ca.us" , "lmackey@cccoe.k12.ca.us" 
Cc : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Vote
Attachment : VID_2020.mp4;
Hello,
my name is Chris Cordova-Ramirez and I a student here at Contra Costa School Of Performing Arts. I have made a video of why I believe SPA
should get a vote "yes" for the charter renewal. I will say it again though here in this email. I am an 8th grade Vocal major here at SPA and I
believe that we should get a "yes" vote for the charter renewal. SPA means a lot to me because unlike many schools the environment isn't toxic and
teachers are open and kind. The Staff, The Director's, The teacher's and the Students all have a beautiful way of teaching and communicating with
one another. Everything here is well thought out and balanced like a perfect ecosystem. When I started here at SPA in 2018 I came in not knowing
that I was entering a family and yes back then I was never really open with my peers and actually never felt that I could trust them but during that
year and the next and the next I grew to love everybody here and actually felt that I was in a family!. The teachers here really understand and love
who I am and I feel like I never had that in Elementary but now at SPA I know I have relationships with people that are SPAwesome!. The Art
Majors are amazing and they actually teach students how to perform different art majors! So yeah these are all of the reasons why I am asking you
to vote yes to Contra Costa School Of performing Arts!
Warmly,
P.S. I have a video below!

-- 
Chris Cordova-Ramirez
8th grade
Contra Costa School Of Performing Arts
"It's a Big Bright Beautiful World"
- Shrek The Musical



Date : 10/3/2020 9:09:40 PM
From : "Deborah Napierski" 
To : "charter.renewal@cocospa.org" 
Subject : Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal
Attachment : Dylan_Na.MOV;image001.jpg;
Thank you for the opportunity.  Please vote yes on the SPA petition for a 5-year charter renewal.
 
Take care,
Deborah Napierski
____________________________________________
Deborah Napierski
Associate Director, Community Relations
The Clorox Company
1221 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612
p:  (510) 271-3080
f:   (510) 271-6583
deborah.napierski@clorox.com
SAVE PAPER - Please do not print this e-mail unless necessary
 

 

mailto:deborah.napierski@clorox.com
https://cloroxgives.benevity.org/pingone/redir


Date : 9/30/2020 7:18:37 PM
From : "Chris" 
To : "Charter Renewal" 
Subject : Charter Renewal Video
Attachment : VID_2020.mp4;
Hello,
my name is Chris Cordova-Ramirez and I a student here at Contra Costa School Of Performing Arts. I have made a video of why I believe SPA
should get a vote "yes" for the charter renewal. I will say it again though here in this email. I am an 8th grade Vocal major here at SPA and I
believe that we should get a "yes" vote for the charter renewal. SPA means a lot to me because unlike many schools the environment isn't toxic and
teachers are open and kind. The Staff, The Director's, The teacher's and the Students all have a beautiful way of teaching and communicating with
one another. Everything here is well thought out and balanced like a perfect ecosystem. When I started here at SPA in 2018 I came in not knowing
that I was entering a family and yes back then I was never really open with my peers and actually never felt that I could trust them but during that
year and the next and the next I grew to love everybody here and actually felt that I was in a family!. The teachers here really understand and love
who I am and I feel like I never had that in Elementary but now at SPA I know I have relationships with people that are SPAwesome!. The Art
Majors are amazing and they actually teach students how to perform different art majors! So yeah these are all of the reasons why I am asking you
to vote yes to Contra Costa School Of performing Arts!
Warmly,
P.S. I have a video below!

--Â 
Chris Cordova-Ramirez
8th grade
Contra Costa School Of Performing Arts
"It's a Big Bright Beautiful World"
- Shrek The Musical


